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ABSTRACT 


THERE IS HOPE IN THE WATER 


By 


STACEY D. MAY 


Homelessness has been a problem throughout the world for centuries, increasing over the 
years and since the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, leaving many New Yorkers finding shelter on 
the streets of Harlem, setting up encampments, and pop-up spots. This demonstration project is a 
critical intervention into this growing problem, in Harlem, USA. Through strategic 
communication and program development, volunteer training and solicitation, and project 
management, “There Is Hope in the Water” demonstration project, critically explores modes of 
engagement, addressing unsheltered needs of hygiene and healing, particularly to provide God’s 
people with critical cleaning for the mind, body, soul, and spirit. Besides faith, hope, and love, 
the key, as taught and demonstrated through the CDC, the White House, and all institutions, was 
the mandatory consistency of every person and every institution implementing cleaning and 
sanitizing measures, as well as training and inspection, to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Called at such a time as this, an informative demonstration, including several teams of 
trained volunteers, was held on several occasions, around New York City, Each informative 
demonstration included: blankets, hats, scarves, socks, Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), 
safety protocols, countless hygiene kits the need for a mobile shower, preventive educational 


resources, and if needed, housing, food, and ministry. 


To my wilderness experience 
Joy was there 
Peace was there 
Weary nights were there 
My midnight cry was there 
Death was there 
Freedom was there 
Oppression was there 
Happiness was there 


Storms were there and God was with me every step of the way. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


To all friends and family who stood by my side and supported me on this journey. 

To all the volunteers that journey along with me, during the pandemic to serve the unsheltered 
individuals and families in Harlem. 

To the most creative graphic artist from the Malika Smith Brand, helping me showcase the 
beauty of our team and our people. 

To my extraordinaire photographer by Natural Eye Photography. 

To my site Team & Cohort. Words cannot describe my gratitude. Thank you for never giving up 
on me and holding me accountable. The zoom meetings every Thursday during the pandemic 
kept me sane. 

To my spiritual Parents who introduced me to Seminary, it has truly been a rewarding journey. 
Thank you. 

To my dear Sistah in the wilderness! Thank you for standing in the Gap with me on this last 
stretch. Your text message of inspiration, all the videos you shared helped me along the way. 
You gave me a safe space for me to be vulnerable and transparent about this journey. Your 
encouragement provided me the strength to finish the course. Thanks for believing in me. 

To all my supporters who contributed to the cause by donating clothing, food blankets, socks, 
and hygiene supplies. 

Toppe -Cozyflee clothing line thank you for your donations of jackets and hats for the 
unsheltered. 

To my BFF Stinky, over 25 years of friendship and we have watched each other be all we can 
be! Your motto says it all, “We have always supported each other.” 


PREFACE 


This project is intended to explore various strategies of implementation for a mobile shower in 
Harlem. The data compilation demonstrated the need to provide services that can prevent the 
spread of germs; however, due to the increase in COVID-19 cases across the world, the overall 
development of this project faced many challenges, seen and unforeseen, preventing in-person 
meetings as planned. In the implementation portion of this project, all scheduled in-person 
meetings were canceled for distinct reasons. The scheduled meetings with the local politicians 
were prioritized, but, as many of our government offices and businesses were forced to stay 
closed, the workers in the YManna’s Helping Hands organization were unable to have these 
meetings, as our city, state, country, nation, and the world, literally, scrambled to find ways to 
stop the rapidly daily increasing number of COVID-19 deaths. 
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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION TO THE SETTING 


Reflection upon Ministry 


Rivers of Living Water UCC NY is a Christ-Centered community of people of faith. Our 
ministry is a radically inclusive multicultural congregation of predominantly same-gender-loving 
individuals who are people-friendly and bapti-metho-costal in our style of worship. “We love 
GOD and know GOD loves us. Our Mission is to build up the body of Christ by spreading 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people in our immediate community, state, and all nations, 
bringing healing, wholeness, and liberation through the dynamic ministry of the Holy Spirit.” 

Radical inclusivity demands hospitality. Marginalized people experience hospitality 
where they neither must defend nor deny their humanness or place within society.” Henri 
Nouwen, author of Reaching Out, says: 

“Hospitality means primarily the creation of a free space where the stranger can enter and 

become a friend instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer 

them space where change cannot take place. It is not bringing men and women over to 
our side, but to offer freedom not disturbed by a dividing line. It is not to lead our 
neighbor into a corner where there are no alternatives left, but to open a wide spectrum of 
options for choice and commitment. It is not a method of making our God and our way 


into the criteria of happiness, but the opening of an opportunity for others to find their 


God and their way. Hospitality is not a subtle invitation to adopt the lifestyle of the host, 

but the gift of a chance for the guest to find his/her own.” 

The vision I want to uphold is that we are responsible for the care of our beloved in 
Christ. “Radical inclusivity is best sustained and celebrated when everyone in the community is 
responsible and accountable. Sustaining the Christian community requires an intentional effort to 
design a framework that includes everyone in the life of the Church.” The dissemination of 
duties ensures that all members share in and contribute to the welfare of the community. “It is 
often difficult for people who have not had continuity in life to understand that freedom without 
responsibility and accountability is as detrimental as slavery.” Freedom cannot be an end unto 
itself. Freedom from something must flow into freedom to be something else or it is not true 


freedom. “The object of getting free is being free; the object of being free is living free.” 


Reflection upon Mission 


The mission of Rivers of Living Water Ministries UCC is to enrich the lives of all we 
meet by approaching social justice through a Jesus lens, coupling the practice of radical 
inclusivity with sound theology, and providing a worship environment that fosters a loving, 
welcoming, safe, and a multi-faceted resource-rich community. This church has a profound way 
of showing God’s love by way of caring for those who are marginalized. We feed the hungry, we 
clothe those who are in lack and have been a resource and advocate for the voiceless. Fighting 


for justice is embedded in our hearts. 


Reflection upon Spirituality 


' Yvette Flunder, “Radical Inclusive” http://www. Radicallyinclusive.org (Accessed on May 15, 2020). 


Mission and spirituality, regarding Rivers of Living Water Ministries UCC, are 
complementary elements. As the mission directly supports the spiritual activation of members 
and community supporters, we use God’s scripture to begin a maturing formation process, 
encompassing and celebrating the beautiful diversity of all people, not bringing judgment or 
creating unfair religio-cultural systems that teach punishment and sin against people across the 
spectrum of diversity. We praise God, glorifying His majesty in Her magnificent power of 
wonder and splendor as Creator of all. We are reminded, in 2 Corinthians 5: 14-18 (NIV), “For 
Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” Through a 
vision of radical inclusivity, as Jesus Christ already paid the cost, we bring a new vision, a way 
conceptualization of hope for all of God’s creation. Everyone is welcome, in the Rivers of Living 


Waters Ministry UCC. We are radical. We are inclusive. 


Reflection upon Identity 


Rivers of Living Water UCC NY/ NJ is a family-oriented church that was birthed out of 
Harlem in 2007 and later merged with the Family of Faith Ministry in 2010. In 2012, the church 
again merged with Rehoboth Christian Center. The church averages 75-100 members on a given 
Sunday between both locations, one in Manhattan and the other in New Jersey. Since the 


pandemic, the church now has virtual services. The church has a healthy youth and young adult 
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ministry, that is focused on building a community where all are welcome at the table. The social 
service department extends services to those who are in need. One program, Shades of Blue, 
offers services dealing with depression, grief, and loss. In dealing with these unprecedented 
times, the church started “A Time for You” virtual chaplaincy ministry that offers 
compassionate, judgment-free, and one-on-one spiritual care that appreciates the beauty of 
diversity and diverse needs. The chaplains are there to listen, pray, or simply be present. We also 
have a global ministry with connections in Africa, Singapore, and across the globe, spreading the 


news of the inclusive love of Christ. 


Reflection upon Programs 


Rivers of Living Water UCC NY has a positive and productive relationship in the 
community of Harlem. I am building upon this relationship to develop and implement a mobile 
shower unit on wheels in Harlem. This mobile unit will supply service to any unsheltered 
individual who needs to address their hygiene. The mobile unit will serve on the East and West 
sides of Harlem due to the urgent need. The COVID-19 pandemic arrived in late January of 2020 
with a shelter in place order, but shelter in place does not apply to the unsheltered. Hand washing 
is imperative to help to prevent the spread of a virus yet the unsheltered are left to fend for 
themselves as thousands of people were dying in our streets and hospitals. They had nowhere to 


shower, no place to wash their hands and clean themselves of germs. 


Reflection upon Capacity/Resources 


Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Rivers of Living Water UCC (NY) met at the Church 


of Saint Paul and Saint Andrew, a historic United Methodist Church found in the Upper West 
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Side of New York City, NY, on West 86" Street. The Church is known for being socially liberal 
and for being accepting of people of all races, ages, and sexual orientations. As we join Saint 
Paul St Andrew United Methodist Church. we continue to build a community of radical welcome 
that follows Jesus into the streets of the city to increase love and justice in the world, where all 
are valued because of who they are and their talents, gifts, and energy they bring. We do this 
through dynamic and provocative worship, inclusive relationship building, and putting 


progressive Christian values into action. 


Reflection upon Theological Paradigm 


The primary goal of Radical Inclusivity is not to imitate or change the mainline church, 
but rather to be the church in alternative ways. The Church belongs to God and is the Body of 
Jesus Christ. It is not the sole property of any denomination, person, or group. There are systemic 
wrongs in the organized church due to oppressive theology, bibliolatry, and traditional beliefs, 
which prevent freedom for all people that we can never fully right. “Radical inclusivity, 
however, is ministry rooted in restoration, believing that God had given the church the work and 
ministry of reconciliation.” It is for freedom that Christ had made us free (Gal.5:1 NIV). 
Although radical inclusivity believes and celebrates the kinship and fellowship of all believers of 
Jesus Christ, this principle does not seek to change the mainline church but uses its power of love 


to model and demonstrate the radically inclusive love of Jesus Christ. 


12 


CHAPTER 2 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE CHALLENGE 

As Director of Social Services Ministry at Rivers of Living Waters UCC NY, I have over 
20 years of experience working within the homeless shelter system, and currently, I am the 
director of a New York City Shelter. In that position, I have noticed the need for a mobile shower 
unit for unsheltered homeless individuals in the Village of Harlem. 30% of the unsheltered 
population in Harlem includes individuals who are more likely to have health-related issues 
because of being unsheltered without a clean, safe place to address their hygiene. If this issue is 
not addressed, it could lead to serious/chronic health issues including COVID-19 or even death. 
This demonstration project proposal will create an awareness raising campaign demonstrating 
the need to implement a mobile shower unit for the unsheltered in Harlem. 

“The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development acknowledges four 
categories of people who qualify as legally homeless:” (1) those who are currently homeless, (2) 
those who will become homeless in the imminent future, (3) certain youths and families with 
children who suffer from home instability caused by hardship, and (4) those who suffer from 
home instability caused by domestic violence.’ In the recent HOPE count that was conducted in 
January 2020, the results show a total estimate of 3,588 unsheltered individuals living on the 
streets. “Homelessness in the subways increased by 23% and makes up more than half of the 


2019 estimate (61%);” 59 % of the rest are in Manhattan. 


* Jay Bainbridge; and Tony J. Carrizales, “Global Homelessness in a Post-Recession World,” Journal of Public 
Management & Social Policy; Newark Vol.24, Iss. 1, (2017): 2. 
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The Great Recession of 2008 resulted in various changes in homeless populations in 
municipalities throughout the world. “From “unsheltered homeless” in NYC to “rough sleepers” 
in London and to “‘sans-abris” in Paris, or “poblacion callejera” in Mexico City, the economic 
crisis of 2008 impacted economies in ways that put severe pressures on housing, creating a 
bubble which then constricted capital markets for housing.” After the immediate crisis, economic 
stabilization was followed by stagflation or deflation, with flat or decreasing wages in the 
middle-to low-income brackets and high unemployment.’ Homelessness is a socioeconomic 
epidemic and a critical public health issue. In the United States, over 500,000 citizens are 
homeless on a given night, people experiencing chronic homelessness suffer a massively 
disproportionate burden of disease, injury, mental illness, and substance abuse. Homelessness 
increases all-cause mortality and decreases life expectancy by up to 30 years, with the average 
age of death for homeless individuals between 42 and 52 and sometimes younger. 

One of the most critical elements in serving the homeless involves the coordination of 
patient treatment and the provision of access to other health care and social services with the aim 
of breaking the cycle of homelessness.* While unsheltered individuals may never enter the 
shelter system, they are impacted due to a lack of access to hygienic services. A mobile shower 
unit in Harlem would allow for daily showering to prevent the spread of germs and viruses that 
could lead to serious health conditions even death. 

In early January 2020, the world was changed by the appearance of a deadly virus called 
COVID-19. This virus claimed the lives of many individuals across the world, and state and 


local governments ordered a shelter in place for all New Yorkers. While this shelter in place 


3 Jay Bainbridge; and Tony J. Carrizales, “Global Homelessness in a Post-Recession World: (Journal of Public 
Management & Social Policy; Newark Vol.24, Iss. 1, (2017): 2. 


«Valerie Suransky Polakow and Cindy Guillean, /ntentional Perspectives on Homelessness (Westport: Greenwood 
Publishing Group), Incorporated. Accessed April 21, 2020. 
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order was put in place to help prevent the spread of the virus, the unsheltered were left without a 
concrete plan of how to keep them safe. These individuals were left to find shelter for 
themselves, and many found shelter in the transit system. Then, as essential workers expressed 
concerns about riding the subway that had become a shelter for the unsheltered, the Governor of 
New York implemented a plan to have the entire subway system closed from the hours of 11 
p.m. to 5 a.m. According to Governor Andrew Cuomo, the purpose was to allow time for the 
MTA workers to clean the trains and subway stations. But there was no plan for the unsheltered, 
although some unsheltered individuals were escorted by buses to nearby shelters. I do not 
recognize this as an inclusive plan that would meet the needs of all. 

Radical inclusivity calls to us to care for all humankind which includes creating space 
that would allow for us to meet our fellow sisters and brothers where they are. In Mathew 22, 
quicky surveying verses 34, 38-40, we learn the greatest commandments. The First is “to love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. And the 
second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 
two commandments.” 

Understanding and living the commandments of who is our neighbor is not easily 
definable or identifiable. For some, the neighbor is someone who lives in proximity. Yet, the 
most important teaching to define a neighbor came from Jesus’ answer to the question, “Who is 
my neighbor? Jesus responded by giving the parable of the good Samaritan, which portrayed the 
Samaritan as the merciful neighbor. Jesus told the man to “go and do the same” (Luke 10:37). 
The government housing assistance programs can make the difference between stable housing, 
precarious housing, or no housing at all. However, the demand for assisted housing far exceeds 


the supply: “only about one-third of poor renter households receive a housing subsidy from 
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federal, state, or local governments.” The limited level of housing assistance means that most 
poor families and individuals seeking housing assistance are placed on long waiting lists. 
Lengthy waiting lists for public housing mean that people must remain in a shelter or inadequate 
housing arrangements longer. Consequently, there is less shelter space available for other 
homeless people, who must find shelter elsewhere or live in the streets.° Yet, after the immediate 
public health emergency recedes, the social and economic fallout of the coronavirus crisis will 
linger. The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic negatively affects all New Yorkers, especially 
the unsheltered who have limited support and no safety net. The City will face an enormous new 
demand for shelter in a system that is already at capacity, although this does not speak to the 
unsheltered individuals, whose shelter in place is the streets. They are left with no place to 
address their hygiene, which places them at a greater risk of becoming infected with the 


COVID19 virus or a chronic health issue. 


°Valerie Suransky Polakow and Cindy Guillean, Intentional Perspectives on Homelessness (Westport: Greenwood 
Publishing Group, Incorporated. Accessed April 21, 2020. 
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CHAPTER 3 
THE PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION 


Goals and Strategies 
Goal 1: To raise awareness of the need to develop and implement a mobile shower unit 
on wheels in Harlem. 
Strategy 1: Gather and provide statistics to show the need for a mobile shower unit on 
wheels in Harlem. 
Strategy 2: Develop a five-second video showing unsheltered living encampments to 
local officials- This was impacted by COVID-19 pandemic. 
Strategy 3: Hold a virtual meeting with Community Board members to share the need for 
the mobile shower unit In Harlem by March 15, 2021. This was impacted by the pandemic, 
instead. 
Evaluation of Goal 1: Conduct a virtual tour of the community that consists of unsheltered encampments in 
Harlem. This will be a virtual video for the local officials by March 31, 2021. This was impacted by the 
pandemic instead, I continue to serve and gather evidence of the living conditions of our neighbors. 
Goal 2: To recruit a team of 3-5 or 5-7 individuals who have the skill set specific to the 
demonstration project. 
e Photography 
e Grant Writer 


e Social Media Tech 


e Designer 
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Strategy 1: The social media platform will reach and engage a diverse audience for a mobile 
shower unit on wheels in Harlem. 

Strategy 2: Conduct a virtual tour of the community that consists of unsheltered encampments 
quarters in Harlem by June 29, 2021. It is affected by COVID-19 and conducted in 1/2021. 
Strategy 3: Provide a firsthand in-person experience for community volunteers to better 
understand the need for a mobile shower unit on wheels in Harlem. 

Evaluation of Goal 2: 100 % of the participants will assist in creating the virtual video of the 
unsheltered encampment in Harlem. 

Goal 3: Develop a Bible Study Series on Caring for Thy Neighbor 

Strategy 1: Conduct a 45-minute workshop on the scripture of Matthew 25: 35-40 

Strategy 2: Conduct a 1-hour study on the scripture of Deuteronomy — 24:19-21 10:17 
Strategy 3: Conduct a 1-hour study on the scripture of Proverbs 14:21 

Evaluation of Goal 3: 100% of the twenty participants will fully understand the importance of 
caring for the marginalized. 

Goal 4: Create a Pre- Post questionnaire to be completed by all participants. 

Strategy 1: Survey will be emailed to all participants by June 30, 2020, with an expected return 
date by July 3, 2020. 

Strategy 2: Review all twenty participants’ responses to the pre-questionnaire about 
homelessness/ unsheltered. 

Strategy 3: All results from the survey will be entered into a database for the evaluation process 
by July 30, 2020. 

Evaluation of Goal 4: 100% of the participants will be informed of the outcome from the pre- 


post questionnaire. 
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Due to the impact of COVID-19, I was unable to conduct the bible study series as 
planned. It was decided to demonstrate this portion of the project by having volunteers come out 
and experience it instead of conducting virtual teaching on our neighbors and reconnecting with 


our community. 


19 


CHAPTER 4 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT 

On March 6, 2021, I held the first three events to meet our neighbors and connect with 
our community. Yshare A Blanket of love for the unsheltered living in Harlem Matthew 25: 40. 
When inviting community members to take a tour around Harlem to show our neighbors and 
their living conditions to bring awareness to the community. 
Revised Goal 3: Develop a three-event demonstration plan to show the need for a mobile shower 
unit in Harlem. 
Strategy 1: Conduct a three-hour street ministry demonstration based on "Who Are Your 
Neighbors?" (Matthew 25: 35-40 NIV) Winter Blanket Drive for the unsheltered living in 
Harlem. on February 13, 2021, location 125"Street between 1“and 2™ Avenue from 10 a.m.— 1 
p.m. 
Please Donate New or Gently used Blankets Y -Share —A Blanket of Love Matthew 25: 35- 40 
Strategy 2: Conduct a 3- hour street ministry demonstration on "Caring for our Neighbors" 
(Deuteronomy 24: 19-21 10: 17 NIV). Feeding the unsheltered and supplying hats, gloves, and 
socks on February 28, 2021, Location 116"street between Park and Lexington Avenue from 10 
a.m.— | p.m. Please donate New and Gently used gloves, socks, and hats. 

Y-Share — because it shows that you care Deuteronomy 24: 19-21 
Strategy 3: Conduct a two-hour street ministry demonstration on "Building Our communities" 


(Romans 12: 4-13 NIV). Provide a brief history of Adam Clayton Powell Jr. on how he affected 
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his community and what you can do to impact your community. March 15, 2021, Location 125" 
Street, in front of the Harlem State Office Building from 11 a.m.—12: 30 p.m. “Build our 
Community- Because you are the Community” Y 

(Romans 12: 4-13 NIV) 

Evaluation of Goal 3: 100% of the participants will gain first-hand experience understanding and 
caring for the marginalized. 

Goal 4: Create a pre-and post-questionnaire to be completed by all participants. 

Strategy 1: The survey was emailed to all participants on July 20, 2020, with an expected return 
date by July 24, 2020. 

Strategy 2: Review all twenty participants’ responses to the pre-questionnaire to learn about 
homelessness/ unsheltered. 

Strategy 3: All results from the survey will be entered into a database for the evaluation process 
by July 30, 2020. 

Evaluation of Goal 4: 100% of the participants will be informed of the outcome from the pre and 
postquestionnaire. 

On March 6, 2021, 10 volunteers came out to support this project. The volunteers 
donated blankets for this event, and I collected 50 blankets and pillows donated for the cause. 
The group met on 125" Street, and 1* Avenue in Harlem at 10 am. The event was scheduled from 
10 am-1 pm. Here is where a brief description of my project was provided. The safety protocols 
were explained to all volunteers who took part and reminded all volunteers that we must stay 
together as we walked into the encampments of the unsheltered. In giving a brief reminder that 
the ground they were standing on happened to be someone’s bed. In gaining the volunteer’s trust, 


I was transparent about my wilderness experience (Wilderness) and how it has transformed my 
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life., what the wilderness experience is like for a homeless woman, sleeping in the project 
hallways or going for days without rest or bathing and these conditions were not safe for female. 
I explained to the group that there were times when people would offer me things, and out of 
embarrassment, I would not take it from their hands; however, if they placed it on the floor and 
left it there, then I would take it. 

As we moved around Harlem, everyone was informed not to force services on anyone. 
Let me briefly explain what that means. If we approach an area where we see our neighbors 
remember to be respectful and keep a safe distance. All volunteers were strongly urged to wear 
masks and gloves and maintain a safe distance as we are still in the middle of a pandemic. These 
items were provided by donations from family members, friends, church family, and other 
donors. All who took part in the event received preventive, protective equipment for their safety, 
including the unsheltered. The volunteers were reminded of the purpose of the event and the 
importance of raising awareness for a mobile shower unit on wheels in Harlem. This portable 
unit will travel to the known areas with high encampment activity. 
The term encampments describe people staying in temporary structures or enclosed places that 
are not intended for long-term continuous occupancy on an ongoing basis. Inhabitants may be a 
core group of people known to one another and who move together to various locations when 
necessary, or they may be a changing group of people who cycle in and out of specific places 
and the physical structures that make up encampments. This can take many forms, including 
tents on pallets and shanties, or lean-to shacks built with scavenged materials structures may be 
complex or straightforward multiroom compounds. individuals experiencing homelessness in 
encampments may also stay in groups of cars, vans, artificial tunnels, and naturally occurring 


caves. “Community reactions to encampments have taken a variety of forms; some communities 
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send police to quickly clear (“sweep”) encampments, with no attempt to provide services or 
referrals to help people at the encampment sites find another safe place to stay.” On the other 
hand, I gather a group of volunteers and provide the basic hygiene kits and other personal 
essential clothing such as socks, blankets, hats, gloves, and scarves. At the other end of the 
spectrum, in some communities, they formally allow (“sanction”) encampments in areas like 
underpass and bypass. In my search, I discovered that other community organizations supply 
similar services that I am trying to bring to Harlem for the unsheltered. The House of Hope, 
which is in Rhode Island, and Lava Mae, located in Oakland, California, are the two non-profit 
organizations that provided instructions and detailed information on how to start the process of a 
mobile unit on wheels or a station shower. 

This information guided me in the direction of further research in the streets. 

After the presentation, information was provided to the volunteers with a consent form for 
permission to use photos that they may appear in and to release liability. 

We started on 125" street and 1“ Avenue where we met an unsheltered man living 
quarters. He refused the offer of the blanket and pillow as he lay shivering in the cold; the 
temperature that morning was in the 30’s; it was freezing. It was communicated to the group that 
because he refused the services is not a sign that he does not need the item. We would just place 
the items on his cart and walk away. It was explained that even though he refused the blankets 
and hygiene kits when offered, it is not a sign that he does not need the items. We left him with 
a blanket and pillow along with personal protective equipment. The volunteers and I put 
together too many issues for all; we met that day. These are individuals who have chosen to 
remain on the streets who are intimidated by the traditional shelter and health care facilities; we 


have found even in the middle of a pandemic, they remain unsheltered without mobile hygiene 
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services, and there has been no mention of a plan to address their basic needs, in doing outreach 
ministry to bring hope in the water to a marginalized community in Harlem. We will travel 
where they are, which will be highly beneficial to them and the community until they are 
connected to other services leading to housing. Showers on wheels to address their hygiene can 
and will bring Hope only the first step in guiding them in the direction of feeling a sense of 
Hope. 

As we continued our journey, we met an encampment across the street adjacent to the 
FDR, where construction is currently taking place. No one was present at the time, so we left 
blankets and pillows for them because there was evidence that someone had made that place 
their home. We understand the importance of washing your hands and showering to maintain 
healthy hygiene. 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention website says, “Cleans Hands Save Lives.” 
One of the most effective ways to stop the spread of germs and stay healthy is one of the 
simplest handwashing with soap and water, which they lack. “Keeping hands clean can prevent 
lin 3 diarrheal illnesses and lin 5 respiratory infections, such as cold or the flu”.° This 
information is beneficial if you had these resources to help your community prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. Unsheltered individuals do not have access to clean water to wash their hands or 
shower; during the pandemic, the only service offered to the unsheltered individuals was 
transportation to a shelter. In which many declined and remained on the streets instead. The 
emergency rooms were no longer available as they were overwhelmed by the many patients 


entering due to COVID-19 and other illnesses. As I spoke with some of the individuals who we 


°Centers for Disease Control. Public health Guidelines for Community- Related Exposure/ CDC, 
http:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nocv/php/public-health-recommendation.html (access October 10, 2021). 
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met informed me that some of their friends went to the hospital seeking a bed claiming heart 
problems. 

As we continued to walk along the FDR close to Harlem River Park, we saw several 
encampments that clearly showed this area needed services. Although it was the encampments of 
the unsheltered, it was clear that the essential hygiene cleaning ability was lacking. In a 
community that is correctly going through a gentrification transition, there is not enough 
affordable housing for the citizens of a community. They have spent their entire lives building 
relationships with their local churches, schools, family, and local business interaction. These 
essential things are being torn from them and forcing many to move to other states seeking 
cheaper housing options, or they find themselves unable to afford the market rent in NYC. The 
other option gears them in the direction of homelessness. It may lead to one entering the shelter 
system, which is already struggling with capacity issues, or to the streets and building 
encampments to avoid family separation. 

Specific shortcomings in the shelter system that may contribute to increased numbers of 
people congregating in encampments can result from shelter restrictions that would result in 
separation from a partner, family member, or pet. The concern about personal safety and 
exposure to germs and disease within shelters, and shelter rules and regulations about shelter 
curfew. 

As a supply for shelter beds are in high demand, there is currently insufficient space to 
meet that demand to house the homeless: “This problem may be exacerbated by limited funding 
for emergency shelters and by community opposition to creating new or expanded shelter and 
bridge housing facilities or permanent supportive housing.’ As the communities respond to 


Rebecca Cohen Will Yetvin Jill Khadduri abt “Office of Policy Development and Research,” 
huduser.gov/portal/publication/understanding-encampment.html. 
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continue the fight against shelters in their communities, they don’t realize that they only end up 
on the streets (unsheltered) in our communities instead of being sheltered in permanent housing. 
When we shift our lenses inward and take a different approach to how we view humanity, it will 
create a more loving and caring world and impact the hearts of everyone to become more 
involved and, most importantly, to understand who their neighbors are. When we know, we are 
responsible for taking action and caring more, and doing more to help marginalized people living 
in poverty. 
The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has negatively affected the African American and 
Latinos communities living across the globe; many businesses were forced to close. It hurt the 
household of families and individuals, and the homeless population increased in the streets. We 
witnessed many new pop-up locations in Harlem, even as many were leaving the city seeking a 
safer place due to the high COVID-19 rate, still leaving many taking in the streets. Any person 
who does not have someone to supply shelter or a shared space will end up in the system or the 
streets. Developers had created a plan and received approval to build these new developments, 
which are taking place during the COVID-19 pandemic, instead of finding ways to ensure that all 
sheltered and unsheltered are receiving proper housing, which is ultimately needed. In the 
meantime, there are people on the streets whose basic hygiene is unmet. This unmet need will be 
addressed through the mobile bus, which will meet the needs of the unsheltered, in cases where 
unsheltered individuals and families can have clean water to manage their hygiene and prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. 

The Churches are not policy-making organizations. However, it would help the 
congregation and others if space is created to educate by having more dialogue in the church and 


encouraging some form of seminary training further once knowledge and accurate understanding 
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of God’s work that we have been called to do, about the issues affecting their communities. How 
to become advocates for what we believe in Justice, use our gifts and resources, and pray and 
advocate for what we consider the most humane and just policies. Along with other 
policymakers, the developers were seeking ways to build these high risers that are not affordable 
to the people who live in the community, especially if it does not work for all humankind. Since 
the pandemic, many mobile services have become available to NYC residents. However, 
COVID-19 Testing/Vaccine mobile units were not traveling to the encampments, and no mobile 
showering/ handwashing stations were available for the sheltered in Harlem. The Salvation Army 
had a mobile shower station in Harlem that was station in the parking lot of their property. There 
was no awareness in the community that the portable shower existed, and during the middle of 
the pandemic, it was set on fire and never rebuilt. In other states, wash stations were available for 
the community. 

“The Mayor of New York City issued an EMERGENCY EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 
119 June 2, 2020, WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the City issued a Declaration of Emergency 
Related to the presence of COVID-19 in the City (““COVID-19 Declaration of Emergency”); and 
WHEREAS, Emergency Executive Order No. 98, issued March 12, 2020, and extended by 
Emergency Executive Order No. 112, issued May 9, 2020, contains a declaration of a state of 
emergency in the City of New York due to the threat posed by COVID-19 to the health and 
welfare of City residents, and such declaration remains in effect: and WHEREAS, large 
gatherings increase the potential for spread of the virus”.® 

Therefore, if actions are not taken to address the lack of hygiene service for the 


unsheltered will lead to a continuous spread of the COVID-19 virus. 


8 Bill de, Blasio, Emergency Executive Order No 119. June 2, Accessed October 13, 2021, https://www. Inyc.gov. 


27 


On the other hand, the Governor was against the Shelter in Place that Mayor Bill de 
Blasio was strongly considering due to the high number of COVID-19 cases and the increase of 
death because of the spread of the coronavirus. 

The shelter in place became a 7 p.m. curfew for all New Yorkers who were not essential 
workers, again not a plan for the unsheltered. As the hospitals were overwhelmed and there was 
no easy access for the unsheltered individuals and families, the Subway system was closed daily 
from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. which meant that the unsheltered who were living within the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority (MTA) subway system was then forced into the streets where they joined other 
encampments without a way of showering and cleaning themselves of any germs or the spread of 
the coronavirus. This placed these individuals at greater risk of contracting the virus or other 
related health issues. Rivers of Living Water UCC NY social service ministry will continue to 
collaborate with other community organizations in supplying services in needed communities 
and stand united on the issues of Justice for all humane, related to homelessness and affordable 
housing in our communities. 

“People who stay in encampments may see them as offering more excellent safety and 
protection from police harassment and aggression (Burness and Brown, 2016), and from assaults 
or the theft of belongings (Donley and Wright, 2012; Speer, 2017),” than if they were 
unsheltered on their own. This sense of “safety in numbers” may be particularly prevalent in 
long-standing and highly organized encampments, in which residents have set up around-the- 
clock security patrols and mutually enforced norms and standards for behavior (Lutz, 2015; 
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, 2014; Sparks, 2017a). In high-cost cities, in 
particular, individuals’ decisions to congregate in an encampment may be influenced by their 


peers’ behavior, according to a key informant who is conducting research on encampments. 
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Once a critical mass of people has decided that encampments are a way of dealing with 
their housing crisis, others may feel encouraged to follow suit. Some cities respond to the 
presence of an established encampment by supplying bathroom facilities and other essential 
services, making encampments seem to be a reasonable alternative to constant moving, threats of 
eviction, or shelters. “The desire for Autonomy and Privacy In contrast to the rules that govern 
many aspects of shelter stays.” 

Shelter in Place for the unsheltered individuals were the streets; the options were limited 
by choices they made to remain on the streets unprotected. Shelter in place did not apply to the 
unsheltered; this is a community that needs supplies and other services such as the mobile 
shower. A service without judgment for every bottle of water, cleaning wipes, toilet tissue, soap, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, razors, and food will help make one feel better about themselves and 
accepted in society. The term “radical hospitality” can be defined as putting extraordinary efforts 
and emphasis on making people feel welcome and safe, giving them a sense of hope. The 
encampments in Harlem demographics consist of single adult men, women, and couples who 
need different services, such as mental health, substance abuse, medical, and a daily shower. 
“This concept is often referred to as “radical welcome,” focusing on breaking down barriers that 
prevent people from participating in an effort, campaign, or community. “Overcoming these 
barriers means accommodating things like scheduling, transportation, and childcare needs, as 
well as addressing the verbal, environmental, or behavior actions that may result in participants 


with identities outside of the dominant culture of the effort feeling unwelcome.””” 


° Rebecca Cohen Will Yetvin Jill Khadduri abt “Office of Policy Development and Research,” 
huduser. gov/portal/publication/understanding-encampment.html. 


"Metropolitan Council, “Radical Hospitality,” Http://metrocouncil.org/Handbook/Files/Community- 
Engagement/PEP-Toolbook-RadicalHospitality.aspx (Accessed November 13, 2021). 
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Care for the vulnerable is “knowledge of God.” That prophetic formulation does not say 
that knowledge of God will lead to care for the neighbor, nor does it, alternatively, say that care 
for the vulnerable will lead to knowledge of God. “They are synonyms! The moral implications 
of the doctrine of imago Dei are apparent in that if humans are to love God,” then humans must 
love other humans, as each is an expression of God.” Moreover, the prophetic dictum is in the 
context of an indictment of King Jehoiakim for his practice of economic injustice and 
unrighteousness. As we are learning yet again, the prophets know this already that dismissal of 
God and disregard of neighbor lead to disaster." 

On March 20, 2021, the second event Caring for Our Neighbors, started on 116" Street 
between Park and Lexington Avenue in Harlem. Then we made our way down 125" street and 
Lexington down to 1“ Avenue and 125" and the final destination was 128" street 2"' Avenue. 
This time the volunteers joined me and invited some of their friends, to join us in Caring for Our 
Neighbors. The donation received consisted of socks, gloves, scarfs, hats, toilet tissue, wet 
wipes, blankets, and food for the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem. Several volunteers 
joined me in my home to help me in preparing personal hygiene kits for the unsheltered who do 
not have easy access to the needed supplies. We are constantly reminded by the Center for 
Disease Control to follow the four core Prevention Strategies to prevent the spread of the virus. 
1. Stay home if sick, tested positive for COVID-19, recently traveled, or if you’ve been in close contact 
with someone who has COVID-19. 2. Wear a face covering when outside your home (whether indoors 
and outdoors) 3. Keep six feet of distance from people who are not members of your household. 4. wash 


your hands or use hand sanitizer." 


“Walter Brueggemann, Reality, Grief, Hope Three Prophetic (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing company, 2014), 36. 


"(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention n.d.) Accessed October 9, 2021. www.cdc.gov. 
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Percent of Positivity Rate of COVID-19 cases in Manhattan 


Date Manhattan | Citywide | The chart above list the rate of positive cases, and again 
12.17.2020 | 3.35 5.88 I must mention without a plan for the unsheltered. 
3.17.21 3.19 6.50 None of the above speaks to the unsheltered who have 


no access to these critical items that would prevent the 
spread of germs/ coronavirus within these encampments. The City of New York have not placed 
any focus on this culture of people. They are our neighbors, our brothers, and sisters who we 
have been called to look after, are they not part of humanity. It is inhumane for any human being 
to be homeless sleeping in subways abandon cars, under highways, parks, and abandon 
buildings. 

(Deuteronomy 24:19-21 NIV), “When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook 
a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that 
the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat the olives from 
your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave that remains for the foreigner, the 
fatherless and widow. When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines 
again. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow. Remember you were 
slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this.” 

This event was a success as 15 volunteers joined me on this journey of serving the 
unsheltered individuals and families living in Harlem. We served twenty unsheltered individuals 
whose encampments were found under the FDR highway and 128" Street. These individuals 
were grateful for the services that we provided. We were also able to make connections with 
Harlem Relief which is a non-for-profit organization that provides meals on wheels and other 


social services, and Executive Grooming mobile is a non-profit Organization that offers free 
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haircuts to the community once a month in Harlem on Lenox Avenue and 137" Street. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for me to connect with other organizations that share the same vision. As 
we were traveling through the streets of Harlem. YMANNA’S Helping Hands, which is my 
charitable organization that will collaborate with other organizations that are providing similar 
services in the community. 

“Where you see wrong or inequality or injustice, speak out, because this is your country. 
This is your democracy- make it- protect it- pass it on. You are ready. Go to it.” 

Thurgood Marshall. 

It is imperative that we do not lose focus on what is happening in our communities. The 
pandemic has affected the world in such a way that many people became unemployed and forced 
to the street. Seeking a new way of life during a time when many are people are dying and living 
in fear of their tomorrow. During this time, we met two individuals who are currently living 
under the highway of the FDR. These individuals gave me permission to enter their 
encampments. they showed me how they had built a home with cardboard and survived for the 
last three years. It is about how and why people move to encampments instead of a shelter, who 
they are, and what they have to say about their lives and the treacherous "topside" world they 
have left behind. There are even the voices of young adults taken into by their parent/s who are 
determined to keep their families together, although as one unsheltered person explains, "once 
you go there, you can't be a child anymore." Though they keep an existence from the world 
outside of the world, encampments form a large and growing sector of the homeless population. 

They are a diverse group, and they choose to live unsheltered for distinct reasons, some 
rejecting shelter services and its rules, others reaffirming what they believe view as purer terms, 


and still others seeking shelter from the harsh conditions on the streets. Their enemies include 
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government agencies and homeless organizations and for some families as well, however many 
homeless people find not only a place but also an identity. They feel more in control of their 
lives and the decisions they make for themselves and what they believe is a reality for them. 
Learning that unsheltered individuals and families before the pandemic had disappeared, some to 
new encampments that are popping up all around the city. The coronavirus was taking its toll on 
the unsheltered, people avoided going into the shelter system in fear of exposure to many others, 
who are already living in the system and contracting the virus. There were few who had other 
options and doubled up with family in temporary living situations, they were later driven out by 
the stresses that were associated with shelter in place, and more people living in the same home 
created more stress. 

As I began to write out the plan for the mobile shower on wheels, I began by conducting 
my research on organizations that were offering mobile shower units with a radical hospitality 
approach to a needed population (our unsheltered and marginalized). In my research, I identify 
two organizations, House of Hope and Lave Mae who offered similar services, using a radical 
hospitality approach in offering services. “All are Welcome” Research is a systematic approach 
to investigation and inquiry leading to increased understanding of issues and problems 
investigated.'? The basic action research routine includes repeated cycles of investigation based 
on a Look, Think, Act routine: The Look process for me was the years spent experiencing and 
gathering information about the identified issue. The next process of this, after gathering the 
information was the quiet time, I spent reflecting on how I was going to approach the issue. The 
act was the beginning of the Action process. Strategizing a plan on how and what steps were 


going to be needed for the resolution to the investigated issue of focus. 


mest T. Stringer, Action Research 4" Edition (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publication, 2014), 35. 
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Applying participatory approaches to investigation stimulates feelings of pride, dignity, 
identity, control, responsibility, and unity. I established the researcher as facilitator and catalyst, 
encouraging people to change by addressing issues that concern them.” Effective action research 
is carried out, by enacting a set of working principles that focus on relationships, 
Communication, Participation, and inclusiveness." The term “radical hospitality can be defined 
as a practice of putting extraordinary effort and emphasis on making people feel welcome. It 
means showing Christ-like love to the community around the church. “This concept is often 
referred to as “radical welcome,” and focuses on breaking barriers that prevent people from 
taking part in an effort, campaign, or community overcoming these barriers means 
accommodating things like scheduling, transportation, and childcare needs, as well as addressing 
the verbal, environmental, or behavior actions that may result in participants with identities 
outside of the dominant culture of the effort feeling unwelcome.”” 

In my search, I discovered different states that had set up stable mobile units stationed in 
a particular location and mobile units on wheels that are mobile in the community. Lava Mae, 
who is in Oakland, CA, was the first that captured my attention. They consult with people and 
organizations around the world on these services and bringing Radical Hospitality to the street, 
which is in alignment, with my vision for the unsheltered living in Harlem. This organization 
supplies free resources, including mobile shower, Pop-Up Care village, and handwashing station 
toolkits, at Lava Maex Connect, a global community space where people bringing essential care 


services to the street can access online training, solve problems, and share innovations”.'* “Their 


“Ernest T. Stringer, Action Research 4" Edition (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publication, 2014).35. 


'°Metropolitan Council, “Radical Hospitality,” Http://metrocouncil.org/Handbook/Files/Community-Engagement/PEP- 
Toolbook-RadicalHospitality.aspx (Accessed November 21, 2021). 


'Doniece Sandoval, “Lava Maex,” http://lavamaex.org/contact (accessed October 31, 2021). 
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Invitation to you” With this mobile Hygiene toolkit, we invite you to join our network of service 
provides delivering Radical Hospitality to people experiencing homeless, whenever there is a 
need. 

After my search on their website, I felt I had found the help I was looking for and going 
to need for the planning and implementation of YManna’s Mobile Unit on wheels in Harlem. 
Immediately I became a member and joined different online free trainings that was offered. 
These trainings offered me the opportunity to understand the challenges that come with setting 
up a mobile station or on wheels, I begin to ask myself the question? What would be needed 
from me for this project to be successful, it would require true commitment and dedication from 
me. The first was to apply for a 501c non-for-profit status with the Internal Revenue Service for 
YManna’s Helping Hands Inc, which is now a registered Charity in New York State. The Not- 
For-Profit Organizations exist to serve society. Have religious, educational, welfare, or charitable 
purposes. Income from donations, subscriptions, & grants. For-Profit Organizations exist to 
make profit. Income from sales. A vital part of a free-market economy. During which time I 
received a phone call from a member of my church who, happens to be the director of Harlem 
Pride. Harlem Pride is a non -for-profit organization and their mission is to empower Harlem’s 
SGL/LGBTG community (which includes, family, friends, and allies) to improve its physical, 
mental, and economic health and wellness. 

The term “Same Gender Loving” we adopted the use of “Same-gender-loving,” or “SGL” 
to be inclusive of the identities of members of our Harlem community. It is a term coined for 
African American use by activist Cleo Manago, and is a description for gay people and 
bisexuals, particularly in the African American Community. It emerged in the early 1990s as a 


culturally affirming African American homosexual/bisexual identity."’ 
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I was Invited to attend a free one-time online 12-week series entrepreneurship training. 
These training sessions were, held every Wednesday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. each week, which 
consisted of a different topic that help me build on my ideas for my project. “An entrepreneur is 
an individual who creates a new business and bearing most of the risks and enjoying most of the 
rewards. The process of setting up a business is known as entrepreneurship.” The entrepreneur as 
an innovator, with a source of innovative ideas, good, services, and business/ or procedures.'* I 
see an entrepreneur as an analytical person, someone who brings awareness to innovative ideas 
and creative ways of doing God’s business. S/he takes this opportunity to build new relationships 
and exchange idea that help support and empower others. During these 90 days, I found myself 
searching for answers of how I reached this space and place in my life. I, for one, never vision 
being in a doctoral program working on implementing a mobile shower in Harlem. 

Coming from a family of four siblings, my parents separated when I was at an early age, 
leaving me and my siblings to be raised by our mother in a single parent household. I had a very 
close bond with my father, who was struggling with alcohol addiction. As a result of his 
addiction, he died at the age of forty-three from liver disease. 

Life took a complete turn without knowledge of what was happening to me at such an 
early age. The lost my grandmother and father within the same year, being too young to 
understand what death met other than they no longer exist. During holiday gatherings, there 


would be storytelling about their life. Witnessing my father’s addiction and remember being 


“’Avada Theme by Theme Fusion. “Harlem Pride.” March 2012. www.harlempride.org {Accessed on October 26, 
2021}. 


'sAdam Hayes February 26, 2021, Investopedia Business Entrepreneurs. 
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there for him no matter what the circumstance was, I my desired to be in his presence was strong 
and I was his baby girl. 

The storytelling would be telling me that I would be just like him. I did not understand in 
what capacity, and by the age of 13-14, I began drinking as it was the family norm, especially 
during holidays and special celebrations. Drinking led from one drug to another to cope with the 
pain, of the loss of two significant people in my life and not receiving any grief counseling, the 
streets became my home. Although my addiction was no secret to the community, it was no 
secret in the church I attended with my mother, the Church of God in Christ (COGIC). There 
was a huge lack of hospitality, which I received when I needed a safe place, which was basically 
nonexistent. I felt unwelcome by the congregation because of my addiction. I knew this was 
hurting and an embarrassment to my mother. The preaching was about who was going to hell. I 
do not have any memories of a loving God. This God was not an inclusive God, how my 
interpretation of what was taught to me was I was going to hell. As I witnessed seeing the hurt in 
my mother’s eyes, I knew she never stopped praying for me. She continued to encourage me to 
go to church and find the God of my understanding and leave the street life alone. She would 
often say, the life of the streets has dead ends, but my grief and loss had a greater hold on me at 
the time. 

As I searched for love and acceptance that was missing from the loss, I needed something 
greater than myself. “Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change 
cannot take place. It is not bringing people over to our side, but to offer freedom not disturbed by 
a dividing line. It is not to lead our neighbor into a corner where there are no alternatives left, but 


to open a wide spectrum of options for choice and commitment. It is not a method of making our 
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God and our way into the criteria of happiness, but the opening of an opportunity for others to 
find their God and their way.” 

Hospitality is not a subtle invitation to adopt the lifestyle of the host, but the gift of 
chance for the guest to find their own." I felt rejected and left the church and continued my 
journey of addiction in the streets. What I did not understand then, I understand better today. The 
Church should have been a safe place and space were all are welcome. “From this day forward, 
we regard no one from a strictly human point of view, not even Jesus” (2 Corinthians 5:16NIV). 
This scripture passage implies that we can celebrate one another in some new and powerful way 
in Christian community- some way that both accepts who each of us is in a human sense and 
transcends our humanity allowing us to see each other as God sees us.” Christian community can 
truly be celebrated when we realize the Church is spiritual, mystical, faith community, and we 
related best when we make the two-foot drop from head to heart.” I never understood how 
people who God freed from trauma, addiction, abuse, becomes the oppressor of the very thing 
that God restored them form, as if they were not liberated themselves. 

As I remember, going back to what felt welcoming to me was the streets. This is where 
you, were not judged because everyone shared something in common: addiction. 

As a young adult, I remember what it felt like to be on the streets, sleeping in New York 
City Housing Authority Project hallways, praying for God to protect me while I was unsheltered 


in the streets of Brooklyn. 


Yvette Flunder 12 Steps of Radical Inclusivity: “A Model for Recovery from Oppressive and exclusive Theologies and 
Religions, “http://www. Radicalyinclusive.org (Accessed on November 6, 2021). 


°y vette Flunder 12 Steps of Radical Inclusivity: “A Model for Recovery from Oppressive and exclusive Theologies and 
Religions, “http://www. Radicalyinclusive.org (Accessed on November 6, 2021). 


38 


As a homeless teen /young adult, in the Church to me God was portrayed to be a 
punisher. So, I grew up believing that God was not on my side, it was clear that the stories that I 
was told to me was shaping my life. Growing up feeling shame and guilt for who I was, as if 
something were wrong with me. Never understanding the disease of addiction and the impact it 
had on my family. As I reflect today, it took me hitting my rock bottom. I entered Phoenix House 
and it changed my life. I took the opportunity to gain knowledge more about my roots by joining 
ancestry to only discover more of my family roots then I ever knew before. It was important for 
me to understand what my ancestors experienced and the history of my family. This experience 
took me on a new journey in search for answers that were never reveal to me. It is important to 
go back to better understand today. 

Today, I call it the God for them, and the oppressive for others like me, The God that did 
not love people like me. It was vastly different although the same issue but a different approach. 
How was the church present during this time in my life? I only went to church because it was 
something that my mother desired for her children. This is where I would go to do a quick wash 
until I could sober up enough and go to my mother’s home for a decent bath and rest, which is 
nothing compared to the unsheltered experience today. 

Where was the Church? Grief is a common experience of all humankind. “We know grief 
to be a period of sorrow and distress that gradually eases as we accept our loss and move on. 
Grief is an experience of reaching for someone or something familiar to find that they are no 
longer there.” It is the emotions we feel when everything that was familiar changes. Each person 
experiences grief in an incredibly unique way. “Common symptoms of grief include decrease 
concentration, numbness, disrupted sleep, and eating patterns and a roller coaster of emotions.” 


Though grief may look and feel like clinical depression. It is not - it is grief. Grief therapy helps 
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to process the loss and move through the grief process in a healthy way. Through active grieving 
as time passe. The intense emptiness and pain of grief begins to subside as one moves through 
the process of grief. Over time, they reach the stage of acceptance, which is an adjustment to the 
new reality of the loss. “This process of integration where the trauma of the loss is resolved.” 
Slowly, thy return to normal life activities (even though they may still be recovering from the 
loss). 

Reflecting on my own life experience of when I experienced being homeless, those cold 
nights being unsheltered pondering where my next safe resting place would be. remembering in 
the eighty’s going to the corner store in my neighborhood that had an illegal number business in 
the back of the store. The owner would allow neighborhood customers access to use their 
bathrooms, communities were more caring and looking after their neighbors. This is where I 
would go to do a quick wash until I could sober up enough and go to my mother’s home for a 
decent bath, which is nothing compared to the unsheltered experience today. The places in which 
unsheltered individuals found to address their personal hygiene are no longer available, such as 
McDonald’s, Burger King, Star Bucks, emergency rooms, and local bars. Access to hygiene and 
sanitation are a basic human right and when we lack the services desperately needed and are not 
available to all human being. Especially during a pandemic when millions of people are dying 
across the world from a deadly coronavirus, and the recommendation is washing to prevent the 


spread of germs and virus. 
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CHAPTER 5 


RESEARCH QUESTIONS 


Biblical/Spiritual Research and Analysis Question: 


Who are our neighbors according to the Bible? I have lived in Harlem for the past 
15years and have witnessed an increase in the number of unsheltered individuals and families 
living in encampments around the neighborhood. The Gospel of Luke 10: 25—37 is the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. I experienced a good Samaritan when someone did not ignore me but 
nurtured me back until I cared for myself. In the parable of the good Samaritan, which is found 
in the gospel of Luke, Luke explores the concept of neighbor, and it is associated with caring for 
one another. Based on previous research, various themes and insights are drawn from my 
personal experience in many respects parallel with the Good Samaritan, for instance, insight 
from my experience of being beaten and left for dead. In my theological imagination, the good 
Samaritan in my story was my mother, who came to my aid in my time of need. She took the 
same position as the good Samaritan when she showed compassion to me, as Christ did when he 
attended to the wounds of the man who was beaten and left for dead. She attended to my injuries 
in that same way, Perhaps the cloth she used to clean the blood from my wounds represented her 
love, and her actions showed her faith and hope in Jesus Christ. “Christianity has always 
associated the work of Christ with liberation, with life taken back from the grip of death. 


Liberation Theology draws from this tradition, emphasizing that God created for life.” 
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The ligatures of salvation cannot be undone” as she bound up my wounds. She began 
praying and rubbing me down with her blessing oil which started to ease some of my pain. 
Chrysostom saw this as a “holy anointing.” In contrast, most early Christian writers saw here a 
symbol of Christ’s words of consolation. The healing of the sick (James 5:14 NIV). Then she 
gave me a glass of water to drink as we waited for emergency medical services to arrive; the 
water she poured for me to drink represented the blood, as Jesus turned water into wine 
(John2:1-11 NIV). “At first, the atoning wine may sting, but its effects soon bring healing 
peace.” Parables are meant to be expressed and learned from across time and space. In other 
words, Jesus did not intend that the parable only be reflected on during the times of his life. He 
taught parables because each has a deeper meaning understood only by those who have “ears to 
hear” (Matthew 13:9 NIV) For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you 


see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” (Luke 10:23-24 NIV). 


The text to be examined here is the gospel of (Luke 10: 25-27 NIV). Starting with Luke 
10:25, the lawyer asking his first of two questions regarding how he is to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus answers the lawyer’s questions with another question. If he should know what is “written 
in the Law.” Jesus’ response to him highlights passages from the Torah (that describe the single 
commandment grounded in Love). The narrative continues, and Jesus adds, v28 “Do this, and 
you will live.” In other words, awareness or theory is not enough for the lawyer. What is needed 
is action. In Luke 10:29, the lawyer, still inquiring Jesus to identify neighbors and v30 Jesus’ 
response with a parable, v31 first the priest, who was going down the road saw the traveler, but 
decided to “pass by on the opposite side.” Second a Levite priest, meaning a lower-class priest, 


also passes the beaten traveler “‘on the opposite side” v32 like the priest. The Levite’s reason for 


Lisa Powell, Salvation: The Source of Liberation, August 20. Accessed 2.2.2022 www.thecatholicmessenger.net. 
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passing by the victim is not apparent. However, the act is in part performed based on one’s free 
will, the very grounds of that act open windows of opportunities for relations between neighbors 
to build and nurture. It is an essential aspect of the concept of neighbor that is popular in both 
theological and philosophical works. The good Samaritan, a resident of Samaria, “moved with 
compassion at the location, v33 see the traveler and stop to help him with his wounds. “The early 
Christians say the good Samaritan is Christ himself. (Irenaeus), The keeper of Souls,” 
(Chrysostom), “The guardian (Origen), and “the good shepherd, (Augustine), or “the Lord and 
Savior “(Eligius)” (Welch 1999, 70). One may think that it was acceptable for such an 
interaction between a Samaritan and a Jew.”” Historically, such interaction was rare because 
there was hostility amongst the two groups. The “Samaritans were implacable enemies of the 
Jews.” The bitter feud between the Samaritans and the Jews was a religious quarrel about 
Priestly succession; hence hatred was most intense between Sadducees and Samaritans (1983, 
276). “The Samaritan’s compassion thus hammers home the lesson that to love your neighbors as 


if you loved yourself.” 


Symbols from the Parable of the Good Samaritan 


Symbol An Early Christian Interpretation of today. 
Interpretation 

Good Jesus Christ Jesus Christ 

Samaritan 

Victim Man wounded Unsheltered 

Jerusalem Paradise The holiest place in the 

world 

Jericho World Wilderness 

Priest Law of Moses Seminary 

Levite Prophets Seminary 


»Sheiler Stokes, “Dissertation, “ 


and the Church, July 15.125. 
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Using Communal Power to Bridge the Gap Between Members of the Hip Hop Culture 


Beast Christian Body Humankind 


Inn Church The body of Christ 


Manager of the | Head of the Church | Community of Faith 


Inn 


Practical Theologians focus on the situations in terms of accountability, and many agree 
that humans have a particular obligation to embrace those who are poor, marginalized, 
oppressed, and so on. (Grace Jin-Sun Kim 2015) One reason for this in the text is that Jesus’ 
teaching revealed a new order in which the poor and marginalized are welcomed and loved. 
Jesus lived and proclaimed God’s identification with the people at the margin: “Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 


(Matt.25-40) Jesus teaches his disciples. 


I strongly suggest, Christians have a personal responsibility to act considering the Gospel, 
but they also have an obligation to be in community. This community consists of the homeless 
population that is sheltered and unsheltered. I saw the urgency in the need to care for the 


marginalized and have acted by providing services to the unsheltered. 


(Ethical) Analysis and Research Questions: 


What steps are the church and community are taking to prevent the establishment of 
unsheltered individuals and encampments in Harlem? With a better understanding of the 
behaviors and needs of unsheltered individuals living in Harlem, practitioners and policymakers 


can design and implement more effective interventions that meet those needs. In considering the 
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following steps, examples from the past supply information on the housing crisis in Harlem 


during the Great Depression of the 1930s. 


The question arises, “What is being done to bring awareness for the need of the 
community to pull together in unity and build a better community with the existing resources 
within the church and outside while fighting for equal rights?” Harlem was not only struggling 
with the lack of affordable housing, as it continues today. Poverty was absolute during these 


times and similar today: 


In 1930 Adam Clayton Powell came preaching a doctrine of unity for all oppressed 
people who had been thrown together in the ghetto of Harlem. He denounced openly and 
uncompromisingly the pronounced divisions created and had become widened by certain 
nationalists” who had used their doctrine of difference to divide the people. He criticized 
the divisions within the church which had been kept as “differences and dividing lines by 
calling for a retreat from the preachments of the outworn, moth-eaten doctrines, and the 
parading of false piety as a shield from assuming the responsibilities placed upon the 
church to feed the hungry and clothe the naked, give sight to the blind and make the lame 
walk. He called for unity among the churches of Harlem... 


During this time, Powell, Jr. exposed economic exploitation by pulling the chloro-form 
mask off the faces of the benighted masses. He disclosed the economic, social, political 
debacle that had thrown the entire world into chaos and confusion; He denounced the 
‘Big whigs’ in the industry whose selfish ambitions had created a ruthless competitive 
system responsible for the social, economic, and political decadence of the times”. 


The Rev. Licorice from the Abyssinian Baptist Church once quoted, “the power of the 
pulpit is the most crucial factor in the ability of any church to influence public policy. Adam also 
used the pulpit to achieve many important goals. From the marble of Abyssinian, Powell wielded 
the church as a powerful weapon for God. A weapon whose effectiveness persuaded otherwise 
insensitive bureaucrats, politicians, and institutions to respond to the needs of the masses of 


people.” The accomplishments of Powell, Jr. and Abyssinian in the public sector are notable and 


Calvin Otis Butts, The Construction of a plan for the effective influence of an urban church on public policy.” (DMin 
diss., Drew University, 1982). 
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numerous. Can the church today exercise the same influence on issues of public policy?” Issues 
that affect our neighbors today, like the lack of affordable housing and hygiene services for the 
unsheltered in Harlem. These are just a few of the ongoing fights for fair treatment radical 
justice. 

As mentioned in historical records, Harlem was known for poor housing conditions or the 
lack of affordable housing for its community residents. What role does the minister play? Are the 
forces that make up the church’s artillery for battle in the public sector only Christian in belief 
and principle? For the church, what strategies are helpful for today were useful in the past. 
Especially in a community like Harlem, to influence public policy. We shall attempt to answer 
these questions as they relate to a public issue and the public issue/s seem to be similar today as 
it relates to adequate housing for all community residents. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic unsheltered, individuals are at greater risk of 
contracting the coronavirus. Not having the proper ability to clean oneself of germs can create 
serious health problems, including death. In realizing the current process when election time 
comes around, all the politicians running for a position in the office of the city council, public 
advocates, borough president district managers show heavy presence, especially during election 
time. Harlem’s churches will see an actual political reality in the Sunday services leading up to 
the election. The visit usually tells the people their beliefs to improve the community and fight 
for radical justice if they trust and vote. What happens after that is up to the people, holding them 
accountable for the promises made. People voted them into the office for a purpose. Are we 
doing enough to keep the people accountable? From the pulpit, we can preach about the love of 


Christ but are we doing the work of the ministry. 


“Tbid., p. 53-84. 
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What role is the church today taking in addressing this public health issue? The social 
service team of Rivers of Living Water UCC brought awareness that unsheltered individuals in 
Harlem lack adequate housing and need hygiene services. Not only will these individuals care 
for their bodies with a shower, but it can be the beginning of a fresh start for many of them. 
There is hope in the water; I believe and know that water brings healing to the body, mind, and 
soul. It can change how one feels about themselves. Think about yourself coming home after a 
long day at work, and all you want is a hot shower and your bed to rest in after you finish 
showering. The unsheltered individual does not have that, but a shower on wheels can help foster 
change in their feelings about themselves. This would be a massive benefit to them and the 
community. 

“African Americans from the South fled from physical lynching and West Indians from 
economic oppression. “They met in the land north of 110" Street, and they brought with them 
their speech patterns, folkways, mores, and dogged determination.” The mix of diverse people 
made Harlem a uniquely exciting African American community. Black leaders noted Harlem’s 
vibrant energy, its existence as a separate “city within a city, the greatest Negro in the world.” 
Mitchell described it as a “distinct nation much like a small town.” “It had movement, color, joy, 
singing, dancing, boisterous laughter, and loud talk, “wrote James Weldon Johnson. Claude 


McKay called Harlem “the queen of black belts.” 


“Jim Crow policies were widespread in New York despite civil rights laws, and black 
economic development lagged behind white. Nevertheless, Black writers in the 1920s 
insisted that the improved economy, the commitment of many in the New York City 
government to legal equality, and the economic and artistic strides made by Black people 
would soon establish racial equality. “Know of no place in the county where the feeling 
between the races is so cordial and the same time so matter-of-fact and taken for 
granted,” commented Johnson. Many argued that Black people themselves would forever 


*°Cheryl Lynn Greenberg, Or Does it Explode? Black Harlem in the Great Depression (New York, New York: Oxford 
University Press 1991)13. 
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destroy the negative stereotypes many whites still held about their race through 
challenging work and perseverance. This belief proved too optimistic. Economic and 
artistic advancement was insufficient to dislodge entrenched racial discrimination or 
lessen Harlem’s widespread poverty. Segregation inevitably meant high rents, while lack 
of skills and discrimination in training, hiring, and promotions resulted in low 
occupational levels for most Harlemites.” 


In 1920, According to Adam Clayton Powell Jr, the future of American democracy 
depended on a united working-class movement built upon the principles of the CIO (The 
Congress Industrial Organizations). Since the African Americans have decided he will 
not stop until out of the rubble of present-day religion, there rises a tower that includes all 
races, all creeds, and all classes. He will not stop until a people’s democracy is born out 
of America's rotten, decaying political life. He will not stop until, from the confusion 
created by enemies within the working-class movement, there comes a workers’ society 
predicated upon a people’s democracy.” 


Technical Historical Research Question: 


Why do unsheltered individuals living in Harlem adapt to being homeless rather than 
entering the shelter system? The barriers to entering the shelter system include fear of family 
separation, relationships/partners, or many belongings. For those reasons, they often opt for the 
shelter system for the streets. The New York City neighborhood - part of Manhattan borough - 


has long been home to many African American residents and businesses. After being associated 


with crime and poverty for much of the twentieth century, it is now experiencing social and 


economic gentrification. 


6 adam Clayton Powell, Adam by Adam the Autobiography of Adam Clayton Powell (Secaucus Carol Publisher Group, 
Secaucus, 1994), 199. 


48 


As a settlement, Harlem traces its roots back to the early Dutch pioneers - it is named 
after a Dutch city - and became part of the city of New York in 1873 after its value as an 
independent agricultural center had declined for families, whose homes were being demolished 
to make way for 34" Street. As the families moved in, businesses and churches followed.” By 
1920, central Harlem was Black. By the 1930s, the Black population was growing, fueled by 
migration from the West Indies and the southern US. As more Black people moved in, white 
residents left; between 1920 and 1930, 118,792 white people left the neighborhood, and 87,417 
Black people arrived. Some tried to resist change in 'their' communities, entering pacts to not sell 
or rent to Black people; “others tried to buy property out from under Black tenants - prompting 
the Afro-American Realty Company to reverse the process with properties from which it would 


evict white residents.” 


Harlem grassroots activism emerged from Black people’s endeavors to realize their 
community rights. Shannon King’s study conceptualizes community rights as the ideals, 
expectations, and goals Black people held for Harlem. While the struggle for community rights 
stood for grassroots activism, it was not a full-fledged social movement. Instead, it was a 
purposeful movement that belonged to what civil rights activist Robert Moses described as a 
community-organizing tradition, which served the purpose of long-term community development 
and community control. Moses identified another tradition - the community-mobilizing tradition 
and Whose Harlem? Seeks to delineate how Black people transitioned from community 
organizing to mobilizing. Paraphrasing Moses, Payne writes, the latter “focused on large-scale, 
relatively short-term public events. This is the tradition of Birmingham, Selma, the March on 


Washington, the tradition best symbolized by the work of Martin Luther King.” In that sense, 


27 Open University, www.open.edu/openlearn/society/politics-policy-people/sociology/brief-history-harlem(accessed on 
June 15, 2020). 
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community rights activism can be distinguished from northern civil rights activism, understood 
as a movement to effect anti-discrimination legislation in the areas of housing, employment, and 


education.” 


Employment among Black New Yorkers started to fall during the 1930s - and, with such 
a large Black population, Harlem felt the effects of this strongly. “Riots in Harlem in 1935 and 
1943 made the situation worse with fear keeping away customers from the entertainment venues 
which had supplied much of the employment. War brought a brief upturn in prospects, as war 
often will, but these new jobs vanished after the armistice and decline took hold once more.” 
With New York's Black population growth when the city property owners would refuse Black 
tenants, rents at Harlem rose faster than those in the city. Still, little of this capital found its way 
into building maintenance: “a 1950 census found that almost half of housing in Harlem was 
unsound.” High rents encouraged blockbusting, where speculators would buy one house in a 
block, renting to Black tenants with much publicity and alarm among the white owners of 
neighboring properties. These owners could often be relied upon to bail out quickly, allowing the 


blockbuster to buy their property. 


The struggle for affordable housing continued in Harlem. As chairperson of the House 
Committee of Education and Labor in the 1960s, Adam Clayton Powell Jr. used this position to 
direct federal funds to various development projects in Harlem. The most significant public 
works projects in Harlem were public housing, with the largest concentration built in East 
Harlem. Typically, existing structures were torn down and replaced with city-designed and 
managed properties that would, in theory, present a safer and more pleasant environment than 
those available from private property owners. Community objections halted the construction of 


*8Shannon King, “Whose Harlem is This, Anyway?” Community Politics and Grassroots Activism during the New 
Negro Era, (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2017), 5. 
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new projects. The earliest activism by Black people to change Harlem itself grows from the 
Great Depression, with the “Don’t Buy where you can’t work” movement.” Dating back from 
110" Street to 155" Street and the East River to the Hudson River, or is it a ghetto of 
segregation? A crime-racked, welfare-aid-saturated concentration camp of slum housing, dope 
peddling, and gambling? Or is it a community of churches? Or simply the world-renowned 


capital of Negro America? 


Harlem is all those things and more, Powell “once said, whatever it is or is not, Harlem is 
at the bottom a frame of mind, a way of thinking, and looking at the world. “Harlem was both 
stage and player during the turbulent period of the Civil Rights Movement. During this era, 
religious and political leaders articulated the sentiments of the masses from street corners and 
pulpits throughout the community of Harlem.” During the 1960s, figures, including Malcolm X, 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr., Queen Mother Moore, and Preston Wilcox, used Harlem as a 
launchpad for political, social, and economic empowerment activities. Social problems caused a 
decrease in Harlem’s population during the late 1960s through the 1970s, leaving behind a high 
concentration of underprivileged residents and a fast-decaying housing stock.*’ Powell’s 
theological view on Harlem despite the great suffering during these times, the question he posed 
“What are the requirements for Harlem.?” “They are three: courage, strength, and perseverance: 


While using scripture to indicate the importance of having courage, strength 


Be strong and of good courage; for unto, these people shalt thou divide for an inheritance 
the land, which I swear unto their fathers to give them. 


?° Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Keep the Faith Baby! (New York, New York: Trident Press, 1967), 31. 


°adam Clayton Powell Jr. Keep the Faith Baby! (New York, New York: Trident Press, 1967), 33 
Adam Clayton Powell. Jr, History of black Heritage US House of Representatives: History, Art & Archives. 
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On Perseverance: 


Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all 
the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee; turn not from it to the right hand or 
the left, that thou mayest prosper thou whithersoever goest. 


This is God’s Word. 


This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth: but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have success. He reminds 
us to never part from the word of God but meditates day and night. 


God has promised Harlem he will build a new land for us if we follow him. 


“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of good courage be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed; for the Lord, thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” God is 
always with us; we are never alone in the wilderness, but instead, he is with us always, 
even when it does not feel like it. 


Harlem stands at the crossroads of history today, and as the country moves forward into 
the “Great Society,” which way will and can Harlem move? This was the question that 
Powell had for the people of Harlem. 


Can Harlem mobilize its human resource into a creative partnership with federal, state, 
and municipal forces to become the symbol of progress for Black people worldwide? 
Can Harlem’s citizens in this great twentieth-century - the most productive and exciting 
period in humanity’s history- uplift themselves, get up off their knees, and walk straight 
as men and women, no longer children? 

Can Harlem’s folks, in a robust and unyielding bond with its churches and its ministers, 
lead the way for the rest of New York City in providing the moral climate that will rid 
this city of crime and corruption? 

It can and is shall. Black people can claim Harlem as their own and make it their land by 
trusting God. 

Joshua 1:11, Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you 
victuals; for within three days, ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, 
which the Lord your God giveth you to have it. 


He believed despite the great suffering that Harlem was experiencing, Harlem was rich, as is the 
culture of the Black man in America; no center proudly showcases the Negro’s cultural 


enrichment of America. He describes the Schoenberg Library as a small start. However, there 
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was still no excellent center where works of art and sculpture, literary achievements, music could 
be displayed, and where a legitimate theater could be created. Such a center should also exhibit 
the accomplishments of African Americans in politics, public office, science, education, and 
religion. He says, ““We have given much to this land.” It is time for the African Americans of 
Harlem to rise and claim their land.*' 

In 1920, black Harlem stretched from 130th Street to 144th Street and Fifth Avenue to 
Eighth Avenue, forty-eight blocks home to 73000 people. “Five years later, black Harlem 
reached south to 128th Street, below 135th Street, east to Park Avenue. By 1930, blacks, now 
numbering over 200,000, almost one-fifth of whom hailed from the West Indies, had spilled over 
Eighth Avenue to Amsterdam Avenue and the heights overlooking central Harlem as far south as 
130th Street, moved north to 160th Street, and had begun to settle as far south as 110th Street, 
where their neighbors were not white, but Spanish-speakers from Puerto Rico and the Caribbean. 
If the influx of southerners and West Indians made this district black, they did not render it a 
homogenous place”. In addition to the areas in which better-off blacks made their homes, 
Strivers Row on West 139" Street and, late in the 1920s, Sugar Hill on Edgecombe Avenue, 
there were other distinctive neighborhoods in Harlem.” “The root of the homeless problem in 
New York City is a social condition that can be traced back to the economic changes of the Great 
Depression. In particular, the city’s housing stock and mental health policies had the most 


significant influence on homelessness and affordable housing in the 1950s.” 


3? Adam Clayton Powell Jr, Keep the Faith Baby! By Adam Clayton Powell, (New York, New York: Trident Press 
1967) 34. 
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During the postwar period, single-room occupancy (SRO) units and residential hotels 
supplied cheap, affordable housing for low-income single adults, couples, and families. In 1960, 
there were approximately 129,000 SRO units throughout the city.** As homelessness continued to 
rise in the 20" century, there was a decrease in SRO, including other states, due to gentrification. 
“During this time, reformers used moral codes, building codes, zoning, planning committees, and 
inspections to limit or remove SRO hotels.” SROs were criticized for having inadequate 
plumbing and insufficient ventilation, with other significant problems. Including firetrap 
darkness.** Today we have returned to the SRO world again, while many clients exit from shelter 
to permanent housing is high in an SRO. There are requirements for the Property Owners to 
participate in City’s CityFHEP programs, which allow clients to exit the shelter with a voucher 
that provides government rental assistance for SRO at 800.00 monthly. 

During the 1950s and 1970s, deinstitutionalization, when a long-term inmate is 
discharged from a mental institution or prison, affected thousands of patients discharged from 
psychiatric centers and hospitals in New York. The State adopted this policy because of new 
medications and new mental health care treatments within the local communities instead of the 
institutions. “As a result, the number of patients in the State psychiatric centers fell from 85,000 
to 27,000 patients between 1965 and 1979 (1).” Because the local governments did not invest in 
housing for these discharged patients, they chose to occupy SROs.* The number of SROs 
eventually hit its maximum capacity, and this housing stock began to decline. In 1978 alone, 
SROs fell from approximately 129,000 in 1960 to 25,000 in 1978 due to property tax policies 
and gentrification changes. “Gentrification is the process of changing the character of the 


‘Institute for Children, Poverty & Homelessness http;//www.ICPHuas.org (Accessed June 8, 2020). 
“Paul Growth, Living downtown: The History of Residential Hotels in the United States (Los Angeles, California: 


Berkeley University of California Press,1994), 1. 
*The City of New York Depart of Homeless Services, “Street Outreach” www.nyc.gov/site/dhs/outreachpage. 
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neighborhood through the influx of more affluent residents and businesses. SROs abandoned and 
dilapidated buildings, and warehouses, were renovated and converted into higher-cost rental 
housing and condominiums.” Consequently, the SRO housing units continued to fall throughout 
the 1980s and 1990s, leaving impoverished New Yorkers seeking the streets, abandoned cars, the 
subway system, vacant lots, and buildings for shelter. 

Care for the Homeless in NYC is overseen by the New York City Department of 
Homeless Services (DHS), created in 1993 to focus issues on homelessness exclusively. While 
the focus of my project is Harlem, I recognize that homelessness affected and still affects 
neighborhoods in all the boroughs. I have the experience working with the homeless population 
for over 20+ years; my focus has shifted to the unsheltered individuals who are living in Harlem 
in encampments, an outdoor location with a fixed, visible structure where two or more 
individuals gather, often under bridges or in remote areas where groups can isolate for safety and 
community. According to the Department of Homeless Services website under Street Outreach 
(Encampments), In Our City, we do not allow obstructions or encampments.** Over the last five 
years, we have witnessed encampments throughout the community of Harlem. A pop-up location 
appears quickly and is usually temporary; you may see this at a bus stop, in front of church 
buildings, or outside community hospitals. It includes some level of debris such as carts, 
cardboard, and heavy-duty plastic for privacy. Hotspots are locations where two or more 
homeless individuals are gathered without a structure classified by the Department of Homeless 
Services. On 128" and Third ave, there is the Harlem River Drive Park, where unsheltered 
individuals and families have made a home; for some, they set up an encampment for a day or 


two and then move to find shelter elsewhere. 


The City of New York Depart of Homeless Services, “Street Outreach” www.nyc.gov/site/dhs/outreachpage. 
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HOME-STAT is an outreach unit under New York’s (DHS) umbrella to offer homeless 
individuals living in the streets. In addition to redoubling and enhancing initiative-taking round- 
the-clock street outreach efforts, DHS runs specialized facilities dedicated to serving New 
Yorkers. “They have lived unsheltered and continue to open more. For example, Drop-In Centers 
(DICs) and Safe Havens are low-barrier programs targeted explicitly toward unsheltered 
individuals who may be resistant to accepting other services, including traditional shelters.” Both 
Drop-In Centers and Safe Havens with on-site services and staff collaborate closely with the 
clients to build trust, stabilize lives, and encourage others to transition off the streets and into the 
shelter.” These facilities are often the first step towards helping unsheltered New Yorkers back 
on the path to stability.”*’ 

It baffles me that the system's primary focus is encouraging people to come off the streets 
and enter the shelter system / drop-in centers for services. The shelter system may provide these 
baseline services to meet immediate needs. However, some individuals have distinct reasons for 
declining to enter the shelter. Some include and are not limited to the separation from family, 
loss of community connection, safety, drug usage, unable bring pets. Drop-In Centers also have 
on-site case management services and staff, supplying a quick option for individuals who want to 
transition off the streets.** In my search for a plan from the city of New York, which would 
include the unsheltered was unfound, these individuals are exposed and are at higher risk of 
contracting the virus is. The question becomes, what is the plan for the future of those who wish 
to remain in what they believe to be a safe environment? These individuals feel that the system 


has neglected their needs and would instead stay unsheltered, and for others, the housing 


The City of New York Department of Homeless Services, Street Outreach, http://www.nyc.gov/site/dhs/outreachpage 
(Accessed August 15, 2021). 
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complex where there once called home in Harlem has a high COVID-19 rate. Outreach can be a 
challenging experience, especially when engaging these individuals to transition from the streets 
to shelter. However, we must continue to seek new ways and best practices in addressing the 
homeless crisis around the world. The method of hospitality is one of many different approaches 
to address this new culture of unsheltered encampments in our communities. 

The awareness that I would like to embed in the community of Harlem and my home church, 
Rivers of Living Water UCC, where I serve as an ordained reverend, is the importance of caring 
for our neighbors (Mark 12:31 NIV). “Love your neighbor as yourself” is written eight times in 
the Bible, which implies that to be kind, compassionate, and generous to our neighbor, we must 
first be these things to ourselves. “In many ways, to describe hospitality is to describe the 
delightfulness of being human.” To be human is to know hospitality. “In her bounty and beauty, 
Mother Nature, our planet Earth, provides hospitality so that we might live.” Each human comes 
into the world after having enjoyed the hospitality of the mother’s body, of the mother’s sacred 
womb. Henri Nouwen.””” 


“In Powell’s understanding, the principle of love as exemplified by Jesus illuminates the 
personal and the social dimensions of the gospel by demonstrating their interdependence. 
To choose to make the religion of Jesus either personal or social is distorted since either 
dimension is destroyed when alienated from the other. Further, all attempts would 
necessitate limiting God, who transcends all limits. Powell viewed Jesus’ understanding 
of love as one of the major ethical contributions of his teaching. Love of God implies a 
personal dimension of religion, but its integral relation to the second commandment of 
Jesus to love one’s neighbor conjoins the personal and the social. Further, he believed 
that love functioned as a reflexive principle. On the one hand, love for one’s neighbor is a 
necessary condition for an awareness of God, while on the other hand, an awareness of 
God leads one inevitably to a love for one’s neighbor. He also believed that to attempt to 
say or to do otherwise would be an attempt to put Jesus in bondage.” “ 


*N. Lynne Westfield, “Dear Sisters” A Womanist Practice of hospitality. (Cleveland, Ohio: Pilgrim Press, 2001), 46. 
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The creator requires action from the community to become more involved in how their 
fellow neighbors poorly living conditions are affecting their health. We must see the need and 
bring awareness to how homelessness affects the community. The park is located on 128" and 
129" adjacent to the underpass NE of FDR. Enter section Lexington Avenue. The conditions in 
this location are not for any human being. Other methods can aid in reaching at least their basic 
hygiene. “New York City Safe Havens are transitional housing options designed to help 
unsheltered New Yorkers get back on their feet by providing specialized overnight beds and 
physical and program characteristics specifically meant to address these individuals’ unique 
needs, including, for example, smaller physical settings, as well as more firsthand and personal 
case management, coupled with lower-barrier program requirements.” Safe Havens coordinates 
closely with outreach teams, directly referring unsheltered individuals for placement. Yet if an 
individual has decided to remain living in encampments or Pop-ups shops, they are not included 
in the city plan to meet their hygiene needs. The practice of hospitality Instead, they are left to 
fend for themselves. Housing options are limited to all New Yorkers, especially for the 


unsheltered, causing the number of unsheltered to increase in NYC. 


As mentioned in the introduction early, radical inclusivity calls to us to care for all 
humankind which includes creating space that would allow us to meet our fellow beloved where 
they are. “If there is any concept worth restoring to its original depth and evocative potential, it is 
the concept of hospitality.” It is one of the wealthiest biblical terms that can deepen human 
beings. “Old and New Testament stories not only show how serious our obligation is to welcome 
the stranger in our home, but they also tell us that guests are carrying precious gifts with them, 


which they are eager to reveal to a receptive host.” “! In everything I did, I showed you that by 
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this kind of challenging work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” Scripture reminds us that giving is better 
than receiving” (Acts 20:35 NIV). “This wisdom points to the nobility of hosting and the 
difficulty of being a guest. As the guest, the one who submits to receive, one allows the host to 
do the better: “To Engage in the reciprocity of hospitality is to welcome something new, 
unfamiliar, and unknown into our life-world.” Hospitality is powerful because it can supply 
contexts in which crucial interactions of love, compassion, and empathy, which are means of 
grace- have a chance to take place. This is a sacred place where God’s children can begin the 


process of healing oneself.” 


The government housing aid programs can differentiate between stable housing, 
precarious housing, or no housing at all. However, the demand for assisted housing far exceeds 
the supply: “only about one-third of poor renter households receive a housing subsidy from 
federal, state, or local governments.” The limited level of housing aid means that most low- 
income families and individuals seeking housing aid are placed on long waiting lists. Lengthy 
waiting lists for public housing suggest that people remain in the shelter or inadequate housing 
arrangements longer. Consequently, there is less shelter space available for other homeless 
people, who must find shelter elsewhere or live in the streets. The Department of Homeless 
Services and the Department of Social Services (HRA) have now increased the CityFHEP 
vouchers to meet the fair market rate to decrease the shelter beds in New York City. The city has 


also implemented the emergency housing vouchers (EHV) program. Clients eligible for these 


“IN. Lynne Westfield, “Dear Sisters” 4 Womanist Practice of hospitality. Cleveland, Ohio: Pilgrim Press, 2001), 35. 


*” Tbid. 


“Valerie Suransky Polakow and Cindy Guillean, Intentional Perspectives on Homelessness (Westport: Greenwood 
Publishing Group, Incorporated. Accessed April 21, 2020. 


59 


vouchers can move out of shelter into New York City Housing Authority or the newly developed 
Highrise building that we are seeing popping up in our communities. Yet after the immediate 
public health emergency recedes, the social and economic fallout of the coronavirus crisis has 


affected all in and out of the shelter and will linger. 


In the grand plans to move clients out of the shelter with the new and current housing 
subsidy programs, there must be a way to implement essential hygiene services to the 
unsheltered people in the Harlem community. Due to the unsheltered who have limited support 
and no safety net, the City will face an enormous new demand for shelters as the system 
continues to reach its all-time high bed capacity. New York has moved from housing the 
homeless in hotels during the pandemic, although this does not speak to the unsheltered 
individuals whose shelter in place is the streets. They are left with no place to address their 
hygiene, placing them at a greater risk of becoming infected with the COVID-19 or otherwise 
leading to a chronic health issue. Unsheltered individuals have faced more challenges with 
protecting themselves without personal protective equipment and a safe, clean place to address 
their hygiene. Without a change in the system of how we approach and manage this community 
of individuals who have found safety living in encampments and pop-up locations will continue 
without change. I understand that distinct factors could lead to homelessness; as the elements 
become more prevalent, the potential to become homeless increases. Many live in these 
encampments with untreated mental health and substance abuse issues. Throughout the 
pandemic, people have experienced poor mental health, with over 30% of adults in the U.S. 
reporting anxiety and depressive disorder symptoms, up from 11% of adults before the 
pandemic. Among adults with anxiety and depressive disorder symptoms during the pandemic, 


over 20% report needing, but not receiving, mental health counseling or therapy.“ Substance use 
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issues have also worsened; “deaths due to drug overdoses increased by 30% from 2019 to 2020, 
primarily driven by opioids.” This increase in mental health and substance use issues comes 
when resoutces are at their capacity. “Strained and people with mental health diagnoses often 


face barriers to care.” 


In 2020 there were 1.3M COVID-19 cases and 58,422 deaths in New York City due to 
the pandemic. This pandemic affected unsheltered individuals and families who have not been 
included in any plan to keep them safe. There is nothing to address their hygiene as everyone has 
been instructed to do during this pandemic. The Center for Disease Control (CDC) issued precise 
instructions on reducing the spread of this deadly virus.1.) Wear Mask, 2. Social Distancing 6" 
feet apart, 3. Hand washing, 4. Shelter in Place, and the city has issued these PPE for all staff and 
clients in the shelter system. These simple instructions are complex for someone who lacks the 


resources to follow these instructions to keep them safe and healthy. 


One of the highest COVID-19 infections rates was in Harlem Jackie Robinson NYCHA 
development through June 2021. Jackie Robinson Houses at a 26.92% Harlem River II 16.37%, 
Lehman Village 16.15%, Taft Rehabs 15.7, Grant Houses 15.58%, Citywide 9.12%, and all of 
Harlem zip codes were at 7.7%.* I am supplying the abovementioned statistics for the projects to 
show that this area needs services. The Jackie Robinson Houses are located on east 128" street 
near Park and Lexington Avenue. This section of Harlem has many unsheltered individuals 
living in the nearby parks; prostitution and drug usage are well known at this location. It shows a 
pattern of neglect from city agencies. Why are there no mobile vaccine or testing or 


“Centers for Disease Control. Public health Guidelines for Community- Related Exposure/ CDC, 
http:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nocv/php/public-health-recommendation.html (Accessed October 10, 2021). 


“Nick Garber, “Harlem NYCHA Residents Died From COVID-19 At Higher 


Rates, http://patch.com/newyork/harlem/harlem-nycha-residents-diedCOVID-19higherrates-newdata(accessed December 26, 
2021). 
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showering/wash stations available for the community residents with the highest COVID-19 cases 


in East Harlem? 


The services offered in NYC are not inclusive of the needs of the Harlem community. In 
which ways can the church extend the love of Christ during these unprecedented times? 
Churches can collaborate with the City of New York to provide space for clothing, food, and 
shelter for those in need. The offered services consist of entering the shelter system or going to 
drop-in centers for assistance. If an individual chooses to remain unsheltered, the chances of 
receiving services are thin. “In many ways, to describe hospitality is to describe the 
delightfulness of being human.” To be human is to know hospitality. “In her bounty and beauty, 
Mother Nature, our planet Earth, provides hospitality so that we might live. Each human comes 
into the world after having enjoyed the hospitality of the mother’s body, of the mother’s sacred 
womb.” Radical hospitality calls to meet our neighbors in our community where they are; instead 
of trying to get them where you are, being patient in their process to shift their mindset from 
living in an environment that extends care regardless of what you look like. You have just 
become part of the family of the encampment. They provide their security and share what eating 
and other materials for survival. To offer a shower to someone who lives without water is 


essential to human needs. 


Jesus commanded us to go out into the world; he did not say make the world come to us. 
In doing street outreach, I have been afforded the opportunity to meet some fantastic individuals 
who have not given up on Hope. These individuals have found ways to navigate through their 
wilderness experience; one may question the wilderness and say, who wants to live in the 
wilderness. Biblical speaking, several Bible stories speak of wilderness experiences. In my 


theological imagination, Adam and Eve were in the wilderness, Moses had a wilderness 
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experience, John the Baptist had a wilderness experience, and God was present with him in the 
wilderness. He was present, but he also provided resources and sustained them. I come to tell 


you that there are great rewards in the wilderness. 


In the wilderness of 125th Street has been the epicenter for abusive policing, with 
aggressive “sweeps” of homeless people happening up to three times a day and cops telling 
homeless people they’re acting under an “edict” from the mayor’s office. The city has produced 
yet another housing plan to address the housing needs in NYC to decrease the number of 
homeless families and individuals living in the shelter system. The new Emergency Housing 
Voucher program is open to all registered in the shelter system and meets the criteria. The plan 
was developed without a goal in mind or place to address the unsheltered individuals and 
families without housing. How do we reach this community and remind them that we care about 
their needs? By showing up and taking a stand for justice. No human being should be without 


water. 


The 2020 annual homeless assessment report (AHAR) found that 580,466 people 
experienced homelessness in the United States on a single night in 2020, increasing 12,751 
people, or 2.2 percent, from 2019. The report found that between 2019 and 2020, homelessness 
increased significantly among unsheltered populations and people experiencing chronic 
homelessness.“ Homelessness is not just a crisis in New York; as we know, this is a worldwide 
crisis. As such, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected homelessness everywhere. There has not 
been a cure for this pandemic, and people are still suffering, contributing to a global migration 
crisis. Immigrants worldwide have decided to take an opportunity to a new life to start over with 


nothing rather than stay to what they only known to be home. The New York shelter system 


“The U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 2021. 
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houses most individuals and families of undocumented immigrants from Mexico and other 
countries. Immigrants are the most challenging population in the shelter system to transition out 
of the shelter; due to their inability to obtain financial support from the United States, they have 
the highest length of stay in the shelter system. I have learned working for the city that housing 
these individuals or families in the shelter is without issue. Still, they are not entitled to any other 


financial support, and they survive from donations. 


Let us not forget that immigrants are human beings who are a part of God’s creation 
living in various parts of the world, some by choice and others with no other choice. Across the 
world, there is suffering around homelessness in a world of wealth. In a world that has continued 
to ignore the needs of those living in poverty. Community building together to care and love 
each other is one of the first Commands. The disciples were obedient and followed the 
instructions of Christ, and they went out spreading the Good News. If I had to articulate the 
meaning of Good News in this case, it would be to love. To extend unconditional love to our 
beloveds’ by creating a safe space for all to love and care for one another in mind, body, and 
soul. I believe when you find your passion, you will understand your purpose. It has been 


noticeably clear that this project is genuinely my assignment. 


In Mark 16:15, Jesus said to his disciples, “And he said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature. Mathew 28:19-20, 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you, and 
know, I am with you. In you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen 


August 2021, I took a family trip to Cancun in Mexico, where I had an experience that 
would remain with me for the rest of my life. While in Mexico, the opportunity presented and 
spoke with a young lady who worked at the resort where I was staying. For reasons of 
confidentiality and safety, this individual will remain nameless. As the conversation continued, 
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she began to ask where I was from while receiving my spa treatment, which always are the first 
questions asked when they know you are a tourist. I informed her that I was from the United 
States, and you, she replied to New Mexico. She stated that she had been doing this type of work 
for the last six years. Inquiring why she left New Mexico, she asked if I had heard anything 
about New Mexico outside of television and hearing of the Cartels and organized crime; not 
really, I replied to her. She let me know that the poverty level is exceptionally high, feeling a bit 
embarrassed for not knowing more sooner. I became curious about the homeless population in 
Cancun. I wanted to learn more about the type of services are available for the unsheltered there, 
and She said that there are limited services and be extra careful due to the crime rate and theft on 


the resort. 


Although I had no intention of traveling anywhere other than my room at this point, 
especially after what I had experienced, violating my space, and taking my jewelry and money, 
upon security’s arrival, they began tossing my room as if I had robbed myself of my items. At 
this point, I just wanted to go home because I did not feel safe when I shared with her what had 


already taken place, only if we had meant sooner as I laughed inside. 


As I took a bus ride from one part of Cancun to another part of Mexico, I had the 
opportunity to see the horrific living conditions of the people of that country. Their housing 
structures are not built with storms and hurricanes in mind, for many people live in abandoned 
cars and buildings that are unsafe and heartless for any human being, the roads are dirty, and 
their outdoor restaurants are vacant lots. The school buses look like something out of a 
developing country. As I witnessed these conditions, I began researching the number of 


homeless reported from this country and learned that. 
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“As of January 2020, New Mexico had an estimated 3,333 experiencing homelessness on 
any given day, as reported by Continuums of Care to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). Of that total, 294 were family households, 252 were Veterans, 215 were 
unaccompanied young adults (aged 18-24), and 1,534 were individuals experiencing chronic 
homelessness.” Public school data reported to the U.S. Department of Education during the 
2018-2019 school year shows that an estimated 11,574 public school students experienced 
homelessness over the year of that total, 1,244 students were unsheltered, 1,150 were in 
shelters, 604 were in hotels/motels, and 8,555 were doubled up. Half of the population in Mexico 
City lives in poverty. “Based on the current population of 117 million, over 55 million people 
live in poverty. Forty-one million people live on less than $188 per month, and 11.5 million live 
on less than $83 per month.” How do the poor and marginalized survive? As I walked along the 
beach of Cancun, Mexico, I felt abandoned by what I had experienced and looked out into the 
Ocean questioning God. Yes, I had to ask about this experience of being out of the Country for 
the first time, robbed of my belongings, and feelings violated, abandoned, isolated. I no longer 


felt safe and was ready to return home. 


God showed up in my wilderness experience in Mexico, changing everything. It was no 
longer about what was stolen. The deposit that God poured into me at the water shifted my 
energy from being angry because of what happened to me and re-directed my focus on what God 
was speaking to me at that moment. In God moving my direction, I was able to see and hear 
what God was teaching me. It was not about the money; it was not about the jewelry. Instead, it 
was the experience I had encountered with the divine at the water. It was in that moment of 
feeling afraid, violated, and alone in an unfamiliar place. I had become a stranger in a foreign 


country. The feeling of fear dissolved, and the most potent exchange with God alone. I knew it 
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could only be God; it was just him and me. As I lay on the beach alone and the tears rolling 
down my face, I cried out to God for answers. As the waves pushed the water covering my body, 
I could feel the cleansing happening with the dirty water being pushed up by the waves, the 
removal of fear was being washed away, and nourishing water began to strengthen me for the 


journey. 


Connecting in the Spirit and being in the presence of the divine was transforming and 
liberating. Suddenly, I realized the assignment was not about Cancun; God dealt with me on 
vacation. God called me to a highly unfamiliar place; my search began with little knowledge and 
history on Cancun. This was a journey that I did not expect, especially while on vacation. God 
started speaking and reminding me that I was not alone “when you go through deep waters, I will 
be with you (Isaiah 43:2). At the deep-water, God began speaking, and he did everything he 
needed to do to get everything out of me. I found myself saying I had all I needed, and I was 
good. Yes, God supplied all my needs, but I forgot that those possessions came from him. For 
me to have everything and not mention him would be crazy. You are on an assignment, 
remember, and I will restore you. The awareness you wish to bring regarding 
homelessness/Unsheltered is bigger than Harlem; however, you will continue to see and bring 


awareness using your voice. 


According to Matthew 25:35-40, “Jesus said, For I was hungry, and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty. You gave me something to drink, I was a stranger, and you 
invited me in; I needed clothes. You clothed me, I was sick, and you looked after me, I was in 
prison, and you came to visit me.” if we follow the commands and care for our neighbors as we 


do ourselves, I believe that homelessness would not be a pandemic across the country. Suppose 
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we open the doors of our heart as Christ opens his arms to us and connect with things that are 
even unfamiliar to us. Each of us is responsible for his good, to help build each other up, and 
caring and love one another, including the poor, oppressed, orphans, and the widow (Psalm 82: 
3-4). Defend the cause for the poor and the fatherless! Vindicate the oppressed and suffering! 
Rescue the poor and needy! Deliver them from the power of the wicked; how do we affect 
change. We must become the change we want to see, which brings me back to my passion. We 
have been gifted with many different gifts to navigate us in life that would benefit you and 
others—helping the needy when in need, visiting the sick when they are unable to leave their 
homes, clothing someone with a pair of shoes because you have so many, opening your home to 


the homeless. 


One of the working principles of Christology is faith in Jesus Christ is indeed some 
knowledge with cognitive content. Still, the knowledge of faith is not simply theoretical or 
historical. The knowledge that belongs to faith in Christ is not just knowing about him; it is also 


primarily trusting in him and being ready to follow him as the way, the truth, and the life. 


In other words, the biblical witness, and the proclamation for the noble life, taught 
precious truths and died a tragic death. When reference is made in the Bible and church 
proclamation to Jesus, it is to declare that his life, death, and resurrection are “for us, “for man,” 
for all” (Mark 10:45; Rom.5:8 and 1Cor.15:22) what the Bible and the church want primarily to 
affirm about this person is that in him God brings forgiveness, liberation, reconciliation, and new 
life to the world.*’ In this, we can heal the sick, help those living in poverty, extend an 
unsheltered individual a clean shower to begin restoring the body with nurturing water. Water for 
many distinct reasons, but the one reason we know from science is that its primary use is for 


“Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Cambridge, U.K, 2014).172. 
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cleaning inside or outside the human body. The lack of water internally leads to dehydration, and 
the lack of water to the human body can lead to serious health problems that can cause kidney 
failure. Not having the ability to wash off germs can cause bacteria backup and cause types of 


skin infections or make one more vulnerable to severe conditions, leading to death. 


The claim that the experience of suffering and solidarity with oppressed people is the 
necessary context for responsible interpretation of Scripture is sometimes expressed in the phrase 
“the hermeneutical privilege of the poor.” Properly understood, this phrase does not imply the 
moral or religious superiority of the poor. The poor, like the rich, are radically dependent on the 
grace of God for life itself, for a new life, and the fullness of life. What “the hermeneutical 
privilege of the poor” means is that the experience of suffering and poverty provides an 
opportunity for understanding the message of the Bible that frequently remains hidden to those 


who isolate themselves from the suffering of others and their suffering.* 


We can find this suffering across the world; In Mexico, Homelessness is strongly tied to 
high rates of domestic violence in the United States, which is not always adequately dealt with 
by the legal authorities. “Furthermore, many criminal gangs and drug cartels exploit women for 
prostitution and human trafficking, making homeless women particularly vulnerable (Women 
under Siege. 2012).” In Mexico, 50% of people live in informal, low-income settlements. Ngo’s, 
in 2021, estimated that between 15,000 and 30,000 people in Mexico City were unsheltered life 
in wooded encampments. In my recent visit, I saw the living arrangements where their housing 
consisted of dirt floors, tin roofs, and mud walls. These are our neighbors who are living in 


inhumane conditions. During my travels to various places over the years, I had never seen that 


“SDaniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology: 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B Eerdmans Publishing Co, 2014), 64. 


69 


type of homelessness and living conditions not suitable for any human being, which turned into a 


bittersweet experience. 


At this moment, I realized how God was exposing me to the suffering of our neighbors in 
Mexico. Although they live in a different country, they are still God’s children. Countless hours 
at the water praying for healing. It was the only place, I felt safe, and it was there where God met 
me; being in his divine presence strengthened me as I can see the hopelessness in the people 
working like they were machines for the enjoyment and entertainment of others. Do you ever 
stop to think of what causes to others? The Questions arise for me at the edges of what we can 
know and do as human beings. They thrust themselves on us with force in times and situations of 
crisis such as sickness, suffering, guilt, injustice, personal or social upheaval, and death. 
Believers are not immune to the questions that arise in these situations. Indeed, they may be 
more perplexed than others because they must relate their faith to what is happening in their lives 
and world. Precisely as believers, they experience the frequent and disturbing dichotomy 


between faith and lived reality.” 


This can cause one to question the relevance of holding on to a hopeless situation and not 
seeing a change in their future. If the truth of the biblical story is God’s liberation of the 
oppressed, the social as priori of oppressors excludes the possibility of their hearing and 
seeing the truth of divine presence because the conceptual universe of their thought 
contradicts the story of divine liberation. However, it does mean that the social 
determination necessary for faith in God’s liberating presence in Jesus Christ is present in 
the social existence of poor people in a way that is not present among the rich. Since the 
gospel is liberation from bondage, and since the poor are apparent victims of oppression 
because of the extreme power of the rich, then the poor have little to lose and everything 
to gain from Jesus Christ’s presence in history.” 


“Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to Christian Theology, (Grand Rapids, Michigan 
2014), 64. 


°°James H. Cone, God of the Oppressed (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 2016), 86. 
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I engaged in conversations with members of my immediate family and my spiritual 
church family. The discussion was surrounding outreach services to the unsheltered and how 
imperative it is to supply services to the poor and marginalized in our communities. These 
individuals became a massive part of the work. They committed to being a resource by donating 
food, clothing, blankets, and other personal hygiene kits. Members who were still dealing with 
their fear of COVID-19 and being in public sent their contributions, still believing in the vision 


to serve God’s people. 


There is no way to move forward in addressing this crisis without looking into our 
communities and finding ways to create change in a person’s life. The mobile shower will be 
designed to address a human need that cannot continue to be ignored. The unsheltered 
individuals and families are living in encampments in my backyard are dying. These individuals 
are human beings, children of God. They are our siblings living in the streets without a clean, 
safe place to live and address their hygiene. In searching for an understanding of how God’s 
people can ignore the need of the poor and live a life of richness in material things and yet lack 
the spirit of love. I question, how do we not care for the poor, give back to the needy, and how 
does one sleep comfortably at night, because there are times I go to bed feeling concerned 
knowing someone is out in the world without, I remembered that, that someone was me without 


the basic 


CHAPTER 6 
MINISTERIAL COMPETENCIES 


Prophetic Agent 
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The candidate is committed to the transformation of the world and can involve others in 
the process of seeking social change, creating group ownership, and building coalitions. As I 
started thinking about this competency that was agreed upon with my site team members over a 
year ago, I began to doubt myself as being a chosen one, someone who God has separated and 
consecrated for a time such as this. While I have tried to disconnect myself from the word 
Prophetic, the word can be intimidating for me. The Prophet is the agent that God has 
consecrated to go out into the world. (Luke 10:24 NIV) “For I tell you that many prophets and 
kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear 
it.” In my time spent with God and praying for answers about this Call and the rejection that 
comes with it. I pray that God would protect me from the pain that comes with the rejection, God 
allowed me to see in me what he sees in me. (2Corinthians 12:9 NIV) But he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast 
even more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. I didn’t think 
I was ready nor deserving of these responsibilities that came with this Call. Then I was reminded 
again that his grace is sufficient for me. I’ve been fighting the demons inside that would remind 
me of all the mistakes I made in life and, I was not worthy or deserving of God’s promises. The 
voices ringing in my ears, how would such righteous God call someone like you? What does that 
mean, I questioned, and the voice of God came down, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born, I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
(Jeremiah 1:5 NIV) As I reflect over my life even as a little girl, God was speaking to me, and I 
was not able to articulate what I was experiencing and was afraid to share because I did not want 
to be rejected or viewed as crazy. (Jeremiah 1:6 -7 NIV) Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do 


not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, I am only a 
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boy; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord. It wasn’t until 2016, 
after losing my best friend, my “Mother” who had always inspired me with her engagement in 
the community to bring change, that she had the willpower to do the assignment God called her 
to. 

Caring for others, placing the needs of others before her own. She understood the 
importance of caring for the needy, and I watched her be persecuted and the pain that came with 
it. She was rejected by society because she made “good trouble” a direct quote from John Lewis, 
a Civil Rights Leader, once said. I stepped into the call not realizing I had taken the first step. As 
God would speak to me, I can hear his voice speaking to me, but I was afraid. The visitation 
begins to increase being afraid and not knowing what to do or say with this information and 
experience. I reached out to one of my Spiritual Mothers Bishop Yvette Flunder. I shared with 
her the encounter I had experienced with God, and she told me, “Baby keep your ears to God’s 
heart.” I didn’t understand what she met or what would happen if I kept my ear close to God’s 
Heart. I was confused at first, okay she’s telling me to keep my ear close to God’s Heart. God 
was speaking from his heart to me, and I needed to listen carefully to what she said. After time in 
prayer and meditating to hear from God, it was made clear to me that I had a call on my life. It 
started to become clearer to me regarding my assignment, and my obedience would be crucial at 
this point. What I did not know was God had already been preparing me for the assignment. I 
thought once he calls you then you receive the assignment. What I did not know, was while he 
was forming me in my “mother’s womb,” he was shaping me for the wilderness experience that I 
was about to enter. Learning what she meant by telling me God would be speaking to me more 


frequently and follow her instructions baby, I can hear her voice. After sharing an encounter, I 
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had accepted the call of helping others who were in need, I often wonder how and why God 
allowed me to see these things, in the company of others but they did not see it. As I matured, I 
began to understand that this was the assignment for my life. Called at an early age, I always had 
the heart to help others who were in need. If I saw that there was a, need I wanted to find a way 
to fix it. 

The purpose of God’s calling is to serve him, obey him, and be free. “God’s call to us is 
an eternal one that encompasses and transcends our temporal activities.” Your work, or 
professional calling, is one of your secondary callings. “Your vocational calling is a summons 
from God to use your gifts in the world to help others.” The ministry of homelessness, including 
drug addiction, those living in poverty who have a greater need, is who God has called me to 
serve. I begin to realize how God was transforming my life, detaching me from earthly things, 
and pouring into my life the things I would need for the journey. This experience of 
transformation was liberating knowing that God had a purpose for my life and my relationship 
with the creator was being renewed, my prayer time increased, and my relationship with God 
became more intimate which required change within me. Change requires connections; the God 
who created us is the God who calls us to be “transformed by the renewing of our mind” (Roman 
12:2 NIV). This renewal is possible only in relationship with our creator God. The spiritual 
theme of human history has been the quest to attain reliable knowledge of God; however, outside 
of Christianity, that quest to attain some reliable knowledge of God, however, outside of 
Christianity. “That quest always leads down the futile path of seeking after God either 
somewhere inside us or within the created world.” For the Christian, genuine knowledge of God 


is found solely in the self-revelation of God Himself, in the person of Jesus Christ. *' Philippians 


Wesley K. Wilmer, Revolution in Generosity Transforming Stewards to be Rich Toward God (Chicago: IL 1992). 
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2:4 (NIV) reminds us to not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the 
interest of others. In looking out for others, you are caring for your neighbors. Also, Galatians 
6:2 (NIV) says, “Bear one another’s burden and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. Most people 
take their community for granted, although it is the supportive environment that is a holding 
container for their lives. For most, their own home and their own family are their focus until 
there is change.” 

We are in relation with Christ, and to follow his ways, then we will be a provider for 
those in need. I know this to be a true statement because I found myself in a position where God 
had limited my resource. I had lost focus on who all possession belonged to. I had to re-evaluate 
my faith in God and was reminded that all possessions belong to God. Once I received clarity 
and understanding from God, I understood my role as a giver, a steward of God’s resources, and 
accountable to God. To faithfully provide to those who are in lack, God entrusted me to do 
God’s work (1Timothy 5:8 NIV). But if anyone does not support his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he had denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

Faith lies in what I believe today; all possessions belong to the father, and he will supply 
all our needs, as he would have it. God reminded me that my faith would face many challenges 
but “don’t give up”, as my faith has undergone many challenges, even as I prepare to submit this 


dissertation my faith is being challenged, however, my yes to God is still yes. 


Theologian 


*Margaret Zipse Kornfeld, Cultivating Wholeness A Guide to Care and Counseling in Faith Communities (New York: 
New York, The Continuum Publishing Company, 1998) 197. 
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Theologian engages actively in biblical study and theological reflection in the context of 
the contemporary world, understanding of the doctrines of the church and community of faith. 


Let’s start by looking at the different doctrines that build my theology. 


The Doctrine of God 

What I have learned to be is that God is a spirit infinite, eternal, uncreated, and 
unchangeable in His being or attributes. In him, all things have their source, support, and end. 
(John 4:24 NIV) Tells us that God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship him in 
spirit and truth. 

The Triune God for me is that the Father almighty, Creator of the heaven and earth, the 
Son Jesus Christ is the Word that became flesh, and the Holy Spirit is a divine person, the third 
person of the Holy Trinity, distinct from the Father and the Son. From the earliest centuries, 
Christian theologians have acknowledged that the triune reality of God is a mystery that we 
cannot fully comprehend. Augustine, the person who spent more effort wrestling with the 
mystery of the Trinity than any theologian in the history of the church, said, “If you comprehend 
something, it is not God.” Through the centuries discerning theologians have stressed the 
limitations of our knowledge of God and the inadequacy of all our language about God.* 

Can I take it further in saying that because we cannot fully comprehend God then how 
can restrictions be placed on his love? I was made to feel that God did not love me because of me 
being same-gender-loving. Expressing myself to my fullest is who God has called me to be. I 
have witnessed the love of God in both masculine and feminine ways. She has and continues to 
be feminine breasted and the nurturing one, and then He has also been the masculine one in 


*’Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2004) 77. 
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strength because he/she is spirit. I have come to terms with the full love of God in 
(1Corinthinas13: 4-7 NIV) Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or 
arrogant or rude it does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 
in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
and endures all things. With, anything outside of this scripture is not to love. We shall have man 
signs by which God makes himself manifest and acts outside himself, yet he is the one who acts. 
What he postulates outside himself and qualitatively various connections with what he is. 
Theology makes a clear distinction between traces (creation) and image (man). The Bible reveals 
a divine plan in our regard, which ends in the communication of God’s life by sending his Word 
in our flesh and his Spirit. 

Theology of God’s love for all humankind is unique in its way and has always been. The 
man places stipulations on what they believe to oppress rather than the truth of God’s Love. 
Humans are given responsible agency to care for God’s creation. God creates all creatures with 
gifts and graces and a specific purpose to fulfill. We need to respect all creatures and their 


activities as an embodied expression of our reverence to God.» 


Doctrine of Jesus Christ 


“Yves M. J. Congar, The Word and the Spirit (San Francisco, California: Harper & Row Publishers Company, 1986), 


‘Kathryn Tanner, The Politics of God: Christian Theologies and Social Justice (Minneapolis: Fortress 1992), Chapter 
Five. 
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As I reflected on the link between the Spirit and the Word it begins with Isaiah and 
Ezekiel. God demonstrated God’s love for us by sending his son Jesus Christ to be an example of 
that which is my belief. God is a spirit that is alive today and is not confined to any place or 
location. “Jesus lives his life with vigilance, embodying the kingdom and inaugurating a 
kingdom of God movement.” But this kingdom was not like the kingdoms of this world built on 
gaining more financial power, more military force, and more colonial expansion. Christ’s 
kingdom was based on emptying oneself into shalom justice, emptying oneself into practical 
pacifism, and emptying oneself into neighbor love. During the last supper, as Jesus shares bread 
and wine with his disciples, he says, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me. This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood (Luke 
22:19-20 NIV) at this moment of intimacy with his disciples in the Last Supper, we see that at its 
heart the feast is a ritual where we share our hearts with each other. Through the physical and 
emotional sustenance of the feast, we are prepared for the costly walk of discipleship.” 

As my theology continues to expand by way of theological studies, I better understand 
the love of Christ for humankind. In my Yes to the call of the Helping Hands Ministry I had to 
die of some things, Just as the first disciples who had to leave home and work to follow him, or it 
may be a death like Luther’s, who had to leave the monastery and go out into the world.*” I can 
relate to this Call because Jesus didn’t say go out to the churches he said go out into the world 
because that is where the need is most. He understood that everyone would not come to the 
Church, so he commanded us to go out into the world and reach others. While in the world there 


are things that we must reject. 


°°Peter Goodwin Heltzel, Resurrection City A Theology of Improvisation (Grand Rapid, MI William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2012), 65. 


»’Resurrection City A Theology of Improvisation (Grand Rapid, MI William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2012), 
66. 
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Where Justice is compromised and the rights of the weak sacrificed to the demands of the 
strong, the Church is called to resist. Christ stands alongside those deprived of their just claims. 
We pray for ears to hear God’s voice resounding in the cries of those who are victimized by the 
cruel misuse of power. God’s tears are shed also amidst the indifferent. We share with each of 
you the ministry of reconciliation. We ask you to consider thoughtfully the meaning and 
implications of this high calling in the world God love and to which Jesus Christ comes as the 
embodiment of hope, the messenger of love, and the guarantor of the divine intention that the 
bound be set free from the unjust yoke. ** 

We are reminded in the Gospel of the story of Jesus Christ and a large part of their 
accounts is occupied with the Good News of his ministry. And at the center of that is his 
preaching of the coming Kingdom with self-understanding and signs that assume and manifest 
that message. We have seen that one influential critical reconstruction of the Jew Testament data 
portrays Christ as the eschatological prophet. Long before this, interpreters of the threefold work 
saw the same accounts as the chief expression of Christ’s prophetic office. In it, he points to the 
in-breaking of the divine purpose anticipated by the Old Testament “type,” Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Amos, Hosea. The prophet reveals what is and is to be, forthtells and foretells, brings the radical 


claims of God’s coming Future to bear on the present.” 


The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 


Gabriel Fackre, The Christian Story a Pastoral Systematic (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1987). 27 


The Christian Story a Pastoral Systematic (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1987). 205. 
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My understanding of the Holy Spirit is that it’s the third person of the Trinity the Father, 
Son all being equal as one, and exists in the life of the believer. The Holy Spirit unites us with 
Christ, pours the life of God into our hearts, and gives us new life. “In Presenting a version of the 
Spirit, I will begin with the doctrine of God and focus on the liveliness of the Trinity and the 
identity of the Spirit within a loving relationality.” The work of the holy spirit in our lives today 
is Justification which we are forgiven for our sins, second is Sanctification the growth in our 
faith and love in holiness and third is the vocation when we partner with God in working for love 
and justice in the world. 

Let us consider for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
(Ephesians 2:18 NIV) the spirit reaches out to creatures, catches them up, and brings them home 
to the love of God. “Almost everything else I will occasion to say will spring from this ontology. 
Spirit is essentially the serendipitous power of creativity, which flings out a world in ecstasy and 
simulates within it an echo of the inner divine relationships, ever looking to move God’s plans 
forward.” The spirit is bringing God’s plans to complete in the direction of new creation and 
union with God through the participatory journey of Jesus Christ. Spirit also makes Christ’s 
work of redemption universally accessible and fosters unity, amidst diversity in the midst of the 
segmented body of Christ.” 

I stand in agreement that Christians affirm that God is the creator who has graciously 
called the world into existence and formed human beings in the image of God they also confess 
that God was decisively present in the person and work of Jesus Christ to reconcile the world and 
to liberate humanity from its bondage to sin, death, and all other evil powers that threaten to ruin 


God’s good creation. If the creed of the church ended abruptly with these first two articles of 


“Clark H. Pinnock, Flame of Love a Theology of the Holy Spirit (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press1996), 22. 
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faith in God the creator and reconciler, it might seem to be speaking of events now historically 
remote and of truths that have little to do with our life here and now. In Martin Luther’s words, 
“Of what help is to you that God is God if he is not God to you? John Calvin makes that same 
point: “As long as Christ remains outside of us, and we are separated from him, all that he has 
suffered and done for the salvation of the human race remains useless and of no value for us. The 
third article of the creed affirms that God is not only over us and for us but also at work in all 
creation and us. It speaks of the Holy Spirit and the new humanity is Christ.*' The Holy Spirit is 
alive in us today; we are the vessel where the spirit dwells and it is available to all who believe in 


the Father. 


The Doctrine of Salvation and Humanity in the Community of Creation 


As my theology continues to expand, I have concluded that God is the Creator of the 
universe. He has made all humankind in his image both masculine and feminine form. According 
to the first creation narrative in Genesis, God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth and every creeping thing that creep upon the 
earth. So, God created humankind in his image: in the image of God, he created them, male and 
female” (Genesis 1: 26-27 NIV). 

Salvation is transformation, a gift of God’s grace, salvation is God’s invitation to creation 
to enter eternal union with Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit, and so we can worship 


God throughout eternity. From initiation to consummation, it is the Holy Spirit who energizes 


‘Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2004), 232. 
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God’s transforming work in Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit inspires us to profess faith in Jesus 
Christ as our Savior and Lord (our Justification) and the Holy Spirit transforms us into the 
likeness of Christ (our sanctification) as we eagerly await the Second coming of Christ and the 
Kingdom (or glorification). It is through the Holy Spirit that God will transform us to go out and 
transform the world.” 

When I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior, I was baptized, and it was the renewing 
of my mind that cause me to view things very differently as it related to my relation to the world 
and my relationship with Christ. I did not always believe in what I did not see, it was in my 
studies and my experience that my faith shifted, my theology draws from my own experience 
and understanding today. when I think about my relationship based on my experience, I ask 
myself the question? Is the Creator pleased with the work that I do on this side of the dirt? I find 
joy in being of service to those who are in need, I find joy in fighting for Justice, I find joy in my 
willing heart to help others, I understand that I was set apart to serve God. “It is he who saves us 
and chose us for his holy work, not because we deserved it but because that was his plan.” It is 
not in the psychical image of God but the image of his spirit, how we interact with one another, 
how we care for one another and our communities, we must be relational to have this type of 
relationship. 


“The image of God is not like an image permanently stamped on a coin; it is more 
like an image reflected in a mirror. That is, human beings are created for life in 
relationships that mirror or correspond to God’s own life in a relationship. 
Considering the history of Jesus Christ, Christian faith and theology are led to 
interpret the imago Dei as an imago Christi and an imago trinitatis. Just at the 
incarnate Lord lived in utmost solidarity with and for sinners and the poor, and 
just as the eternal life of God is in communion, a triune “society of love” that is 
open to the world, so humanity in its coexistence with others is intended to be a 


“Peter Heltzel, Holy “The Holy Spirit of Justice” (lecture, New York Theological Seminary, October 12, 2017). 


“Rick Warren, “The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? (Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2002).228 
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creaturely reflection of the living, triune God made known to us decisively in 
Jesus Christ and at work among us by the Holy Spirit.” 


Therefore, the urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the 
whole human family together to seek sustainable and integral development, for we know that 
things can change. “The creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or 


repents of having created us.” Humanity still can work together in building our common home.® 


The Doctrine of the Nature and Mission of the Church in Eschatological Horizon 

Jesus shows us what formation looks like as he calls and mentors his twelve disciples. 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people, “said Jesus to Peter and his brother Andrew 
(Matthew 4: 19-20 NIV) Peter and Andrew were fishermen by trade, but Jesus of Nazareth gives 
them a new vocation- catching people for the kingdom.” immediately they left the boat, and their 
father, and followed him” (Matthew 4: 20 NIV). I then ask myself what the nature of the church, 
and what is the mission. Are we to go out and give sight to the spiritual blinded and if so, what 
does that look like today? The Divine grace is power as well as a favor, the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ that offers the world liberation and reconciliation make its presence felt in the liberating 
and reconciling power released into the world. And so, we come to that chapter in the Christian 
Story that has to do with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, the coming of the power of God on 
the day of Pentecost. 

Our exploration of the doctrine of the Church, ecclesiology, will begin with the original 


record of this event. The early chapters of Acts provide the biblical framework for understanding 


“Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2004), 145. 


Pope Francis, Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home, with commentary by Sean McDonagh (Maryknoll, NY; 
Orbis, 206), 152. 
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the church is and does, its nature, and its mission.% For me that would be church unusual, 
stepping out of the traditional church, going out into the streets, and ministering to the poor not 
waiting for them to come to the church. Suffer along with them broken as Jesus did with us. I 
cannot speak to something I have never experienced. In my journey to finding happiness, I had to 
go through some things along the way. I believe we have been called to give hope in a uncertain 
time such as this, for those who are suffering from spiritual blindness and believe that God has 
forgotten about them. 

Augustine, who called them “visible signs of an invisible grace,” formulated an often- 
repeated definition of sacraments. The definition offered by the Westminster Shorter Catechism 
is more specific: a sacrament is “a Holy ordinance instituted by Christ wherein by visible signs 
Christ and the benefits of the new covenant are represented, sealed, and applied to believers.” 
Sacraments are palpable enactments of the gospel by means of which the Spirit of God confirms 
to us the forgiving, renewing, and promising love of God in Jesus Christ and enlivens us in faith, 
hope, and love. The presence of Christ in the proclamation of the Word and the presence of 
Christ in the practice of the sacraments are not two different Christs but the same Christ present 
in diverse ways.” 

The two sacraments that the church practiced are Baptism and Eucharist. Christian 
baptism is the sacrament of initiation into life in Christ. It marks the beginning of the journey of 
faith and discipleship that lasts throughout one’s life. “In baptism, a person is immersed in water, 
or water is poured or sprinkled upon them, in the triune name of God.” Authorization of baptism 


is often found in the command of Jesus: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
“Gabriel Fackre, The Christian Story, A Narrative Interpretation of Basic Christian Doctrine Volume 1 (Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1978)152. 


®’Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2004), 292. 
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baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 

In Matthew 28:19-20 NIV, we learn, is important as this passage has been in the history 
of the baptismal practice, baptism is based not only on the command of Jesus but also on the act 
of Jesus in freely submitting himself to baptism.* The meaning of the Lord’s Supper is the 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper that goes back to the beginnings of the church. It is a central 
part of the gospel tradition. According to the apostle Paul, who repeated a tradition he received, 
“The Lord Jesus on the night when Jesus was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, this is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way, he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and 


drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (Corinthians 11: 23 NRSV).° 


Administrator 
The spiritual gift of administration is the special ability to spread awareness of God’s 


glory by organizing resources and people to accomplish specific goals. “Where the spiritual gift 


Daniel L. Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2004), 294. 


Faith Seeking Understanding an Introduction to Christian Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2004), 300. 


Ibid 300. 
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of administration is lacking, there is frustration, overwhelm, chaos, and ineffectiveness in the 
workplace.” As a reverend of Rivers of Living Water, I can utilize my spiritual gift of 
administration at my church, in my workplace, and in my personal life. To minister to the people 
of God by helping them to identify what is important and prioritize them and then formulate a 
plan of action to assist them in achieving their desired goals/s. This approach works in both 
locations. Professionally the goal is to effectively manage/oversight of a 144 bed Men’s shelter 
and transition clients from shelter to permanent housing. 

I appreciate being on the balcony. It allows me to take a step back and gain a clearer view 
of what is really happening. It allows me to see the bigger picture. It is important that adaptive 
leaders create a space where they can review and reflect on what is happening. As an adaptive 
leader you must continually move between the dance floor and the balcony, if you spent more 
time on the dance floor then you are spending less time reflecting on decisions we make and the 
impact of their decision. “Adaptive Leaders need to be able to change directions quickly based 
on a rapidly changing environment. Therefore, adaptive leaders need to be able to observe what 
is happening and make interventions when needed.” Developing action plans to address the 
issues, coupled with the ability to perceive, observe, and intervene, is often described as moving 
continually between a dance floor and a balcony. Adaptive leaders expect and embrace change. 
In the world we are living in today, nothing is constant but change even in the church, so while 
participating in the worship services and spending more time on the balcony allows for me to see 
the bigger picture of what is going on and what changes that may need to be adjusted by the 
leader. Take a look at the way you welcome visitors into your worship service or provide 
services to the needy. 


Karen Ferris, The Digital Transformation People: https://www.thedigitaltransformationpeople.com/channels/people- 
and-change/adaptive-leadership-get-off-the-dance-floor/. 
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Technology 


The candidate has identified this competency for the purpose of enhancing her computer 


skill as it relates to social media and the latest version of Microsoft. This allows me to remain 


connected to the new digital world that we live in today. 
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APPENDIX A 
(See next page for demonstration project proposal) 
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DEMONSTRATION PROJECT PROPOSAL 
A Great Day in Harlem brings a Mobile Shower Unit on Wheels. 


By 
Stacey D. May 


A DEMONSTRATION PROJECT PROPOSAL 


New York Theological Seminary 
February 1, 2021 


CHALLENGE STATEMENT 


As Director of Social Services Ministry at Rivers of Living Waters UCC NY, with over 20 years of 
working within the Homeless Shelter system and currently director of a New York City Shelter, I have 
noticed the need for a mobile shower unit for those without permanent or stable housing. This mobile unit 
will provide bodily hygiene services for the unsheltered homeless individuals in the Village of Harlem. 
Thirty percent of the unsheltered populations in Harlem consist of individuals who are more likely to have 
health-related issues because of being unsheltered without a clean, safe place to address their hygiene. If 
this issue is not addressed, it could lead to severe and chronic health issues and ultimately death. This 
demonstration project will create an awareness campaign exemplifying the need to implement a mobile 
shower unit. 
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CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION TO THE SETTING 


Reflection upon Ministry 


Our ministry is a radically inclusive multicultural congregation of predominantly same- 
gender loving individuals who are people-friendly and bapti-metho-costal in our style of 
worship. We love GOD and know GOD loves us. Rivers of Living Water UCC NY is a Christ 
Centered, Radically Inclusive, Open & Affirming Spiritual Family. Our Mission is to build up 
the body of Christ by spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people in our immediate 
community, state, and all nations, bringing healing, wholeness, and liberation through 
the dynamic ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Radical inclusivity demands hospitality. Marginalized people experience hospitality 
where they neither must defend nor deny their humanness or place within society. Henri 
Nouwen, author of Reaching Out, Says, “Hospitality. Means primarily creating a free space 
where the stranger can enter and become a friend instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to 
change people but to offer them space where change cannot take place. It is not bringing men 
and women over to our side but to offer freedom not disturbed by a dividing line. It is not to lead 
our neighbor into a corner where there are no alternatives left but to open a wide spectrum of 
options for choice and commitment. It is not a method of making our God and our way into the 
criteria of happiness, but the opening of an opportunity for others to find their God and their 
way. Hospitality is not a subtle invitation to adopt the lifestyle of the host, but the gift of chance 


for the guest to find his/her own.”! 


Yvette Flunder “Radical Inclusive,” http://www. Radicalyinclusive.org (assessed on May 15, 2020). 
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The vision I want to uphold is that we are responsible for the care of our beloved in 
Christ. Radical inclusivity is best sustained and celebrated when everyone in the community is 
responsible and accountable. Sustaining the Christian community requires an intentional effort to 
design a framework that includes everyone in the life of the Church. The dissemination of duties 
and chores ensures that all members share in and contribute to the welfare of the community. It is 
often difficult for people who have not had continuity in life to understand that freedom without 
responsibility and accountability is as detrimental as slavery. Freedom cannot be an end unto 
itself. Freedom from something must flow into freedom to be something else, or it is not indeed 


freedom. The object of getting free is being free; the object of being free is living free. 


Reflection upon Mission 


The mission of Rivers of Living Water Ministries UCC is to enrich the lives of all 
we encounter by approaching social justice through a Jesus lens, coupling the practice of radical 
inclusivity with sound theology, and providing a worship environment that fosters a loving, 
welcoming, safe and resource-rich community. This church has a profound way of showing 
God’s love by way of caring for those who are marginalized. We Feed the hungry; we clothe 
those who are in lack and have been a resource and advocate for the voiceless. Fighting for 


justice is embedded in our hearts. 
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Reflection upon Spirituality 


(2Corinthians 5:16) “From this day forward, we regard no one from a strictly human 
point of view, not even Jesus’. This scripture implies that we can celebrate one another in some 
new and powerful ways in the Christian community. In ways that both accept who each of us is 
in a human sense and transcends our humanity allowing us to see each other as God sees us. 
Christian community can truly be celebrated when we realize the Church is a spiritual, mystical, 
faith community and we relate best when we make the two-foot drop from head to heart. Rivers 
of Living Water UCC is a community that expresses support for the community at large. Radical 


Inclusivity requires a new way of seeing and a new way of being. 


Reflection upon Identity 


Rivers of Living Water UCC NY/ NJ is a family orient church that was birth out of 
Harlem in 2007 and later merged with the Family of Faith Ministry in 2010. In 2012, the church 
again merged with Rehoboth Christian Center. The church averages 75-100 members on a given 
Sunday between both locations. The church has a healthy youth and young adult ministry that is 
focused on building a community where all are welcome at the table. The social service 
department extends services to those who are in need. Shades of Blue offers services dealing 
with depression, grief, and loss. In dealing with these unprecedented times, the church has 
started ‘A Time for You’ virtual chaplaincy ministry that offers compassionate, judgment-free, 
one-on-one spiritual care that appreciates the beauty of diversity. They are there to listen, pray, 
or simply be present with you. We also have a global ministry with connections in Africa, 


Singapore, and across the globe spreading the news of the inclusive love of Christ. 
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Reflection upon Programs 


Rivers of Living Water UCC NY has a positive and productive relationship in the 
community of Harlem. I would like to build upon this relationship and develop and implement a 
mobile shower unit in Harlem. This mobile unit will provide service to any unsheltered 
individual who may need to address their hygiene. The mobile unit will serve on the East and 
West sides of Harlem due to the urgent need. Covid- 19 pandemic arrived in late January with a 
shelter in place, but shelter in place does not apply to the unsheltered. Hand washing is 
imperative to help to prevent the spread of a virus or germs, yet the unsheltered is left to fen for 
themselves as thousands of people were dying in our streets and hospitals. They had nowhere to 


shower, no place to wash their hands and clean themselves of germs. 
Reflection upon Capacity/Resources 


Rivers of Living Water UCC NY is situated at the Church of Saint Paul and Saint 
Andrew, a historic United Methodist church located in the Upper West Side of New York City, 
NY, on West 86" Street. The Church is known for being socially liberal and accepting of people 
of all races, ages, and sexual orientations. As we join Saint Paul Saint Andrew United Methodist 
Church. We continue to build a community of radical welcome that follows Jesus into the streets 
of the city to increase love and justice in the world, Where all are valued because of who they are 
and they talents, gifts, and energy, they bring. We do this through dynamic and provocative 


worship, inclusive relationship building, and putting progressive Christian values into action. 
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Reflection upon Theological Paradigm 


The primary goal of Radical inclusivity is not to imitate or change the mainline church 
but rather to be the church in alternative ways. The Church belongs to God and is the Body of 
Jesus Christ. It is not the sole property of any denomination, person, or group. There are systemic 
wrongs in organized church due to oppressive theology, bibliolatry, and traditional beliefs, which 
prevent freedom for all people that we can never fully right. Radical inclusivity, however, is 
ministry rooted in restoration, believing that God had given the church the work and ministry of 
reconciliation. It is for freedom that Christ had made us free (Gal.5:1). Although radical 
inclusivity believes and celebrates the kinship and fellowship of all believers of Jesus Christ, this 
principle does not seek to change the mainline church but uses its power of love to model and 


demonstrate the radically inclusive love of Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER 2 
PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE CHALLENGE 


As Director of Social Services Ministry at Rivers of Living Waters UCC NY, with over 
20 years of working within the Homeless Shelter system, and currently, I am the director of a 
New York City Shelter, In that position, I have noticed the need for a mobile shower unit for 
unsheltered homeless individuals in the village of Harlem. 30% of the unsheltered population in 
Harlem is individuals who are more likely to have health-related issues because of being 
unsheltered without a clean, safe place to address their hygiene. If this issue is not addressed, it 
could lead to serious/chronic health issues including covid-19 or even death. This demonstration 
project proposal will create an awareness-raising campaign demonstrating the need to implement 


a mobile shower unit for the unsheltered in Harlem. 


The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development acknowledges four 
categories of people who qualify as legally homeless: (1) those who are currently homeless, (2) 
those who will become homeless in the imminent future, (3) certain youths and families with 
children who suffer from home instability caused by a hardship, and (4) those who suffer form 
home instability caused by domestic violence.” In the recent HOPE count that was conducted in 
January 2020, the results of the count shows Total estimate of 3,588 unsheltered individuals 
living on the streets. Homelessness in the subways increased by 23% and makes up more than 


half of the 2019estimate (61%); 59 % of the rest are in Manhattan. 


2 Jay Bainbridge; and Tony J. Carrizales, “Global Homelessness in a Post-Recession World: (Journal of Public 


Management & Social Policy; Newark Vol.24, Iss. 1, (2017):2 
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The Great Recession has resulted in various changes in homeless populations in 
municipalities throughout the world. From’ unsheltered homeless” in NYC to “rough sleepers” 
In London and to “sans-abris” in Paris, or “poblacion callejera” in Mexico City, the economic 
crisis of 2008 impacted economies in ways that put severe pressures on housing bubble, which 
then constricted capital markets for housing. After the immediate crisis, economic stabilization 
was followed by stagflation or deflation. There were flat or decreasing wages in the middle-to 
low-income brackets and high unemployment.’ The homelessness is a socioeconomic epidemic 
and a critical public health issue. In the United States, over 500,000 citizens are homeless on a 
given night, people experiencing chronic homelessness suffer a massively disproportionate 
burden of disease, injury, mental illness, and substance abuse. Homelessness increase all-cause 
morality and decreases life expectancy by up to 30 years, with the average age of death for 
homeless individuals between 42 and 52 and sometimes younger. One of the most critical 
elements in serving the homeless involves the coordination of patient treatment and the provision 
of access to other health care and social services with the aim of breaking the cycle of 
homelessness.* While unsheltered individuals may never enter the shelter system they are 
impacted due to the lack of a mobile shower unit in Harlem, that would allow for daily 
showering to prevent the spread of germs and viruses that could lead to serious health conditions 


even death. In early January 2020, the world was impacted by a deadly virus called COVID-19. 


This virus claimed the lives of many individuals across the world, and the Govern 
ordered a sheltered in place for all New Yorkers. While this shelter in place order was put in 


place to help prevent the spread of the virus, however unsheltered was left without a concrete 


3 Jay Bainbridge; and Tony J. Carrizales, “Global Homelessness in a Post-Recession W orld: (Journal of Public 


Management & Social Policy; Newark Vol.24, Iss. 1, (2017):2 
4 Valerie Suransky Polakow and Cindy Guillean, Intentional Perspectives on Homelessness (Westport: Greenwood 
Publishing Group), Incorporated. Accessed April 21, 2020. 
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plan of how to keep the unsheltered safe. These individuals were left to find shelter for 
themselves which ended with going into the transit system for shelter. Then as the essential 
workers expressed concerns of riding the subway that is now becoming the shelter for the 
unsheltered, the Governor of New York implemented a plan to have the entire subway system 
closed from the hours of 11pm -5am. According to Governor Andrew Como the purpose was to 
allow time for the MTA workers to clean the trains and subway stations. Which again does not 
include a plan for the unsheltered. Although some unsheltered individual was escorted by buses 
to nearby shelters. I do not recognize this plan as an inclusive plan that would meet the needs of 


all humanity. 


Radical inclusivity calls to us to care for all humankind which includes creating space 
that would allow for us to meet our fellow sisters and brothers where they are. In the book of 
Matthew in the 22-chapter starting at verse 34, The Greatest Commandment. The First is to Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is 
the first and greatest commandment 39. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” For some the 
neighbor is someone who lives in proximity of you, the most important teaching to define a 
neighbor came from Jesus’ answer to the question, ““Who is my neighbor? Jesus responded by 
give the parable of the good Samaritan, which portrayed the Samaritan as the merciful neighbor. 


Jesus told the man to “go and do the same” (Luke 10:37).° 


Trent C. Butler, Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Hollman Bible Publishers,2003), 1185. 
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The Government housing assistance programs can make the difference among stable 
housing, precarious housing, or no housing at all. However, the demand for assisted housing far 
exceeds the supply: only about one-third of poor renter households receive a housing subsidy 
from federal, state, or local governments. The limited level of housing assistance means that 
most poor families and individuals seeking housing assistance are placed on long waiting lists. 


Lengthy waiting lists for public housing mean that people must remain in shelter or inadequate 


housing arrangements longer. Consequently, there is less shelter space available for other 
homeless people, who must find shelter elsewhere or live in the streets.° Yet, after the 
immediate public health emergency recedes, the social and economic fallout of the coronavirus 
crisis will linger. The unprecedent COVID-19 pandemic is negatively affecting all New Yorkers 
especially the unsheltered who have limited support and no safety net. The City will face an 
enormous new demand for shelter in a system that is already at capacity, although this does not 
speak to the unsheltered individuals, who shelter in place is the streets. They are left with no 
place to address their personal hygiene which places them at a greater risk of becoming infected 


with the virus or lead to a chronic health issue. 


° Valerie Suransky Polakow and Cindy Guillean, Intentional Perspectives on Homelessness (Westport: Greenwood 


Publishing Group, Incorporated. Accessed April 21, 2020 
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CHAPTER 3 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS 


The 3 research questions I have identify for Biblical, Social /Political and Historical is descripted 


below, the purpose of this Demonstration Project. 


e Biblical/Spiritual Research and Analysis Question: 


o Who are our neighbors according to the Bible? I have lived in Harlem for the Past 
15 years and have witness an increase in the number of Unsheltered individuals 
living in encampments in Harlem. In the gospel of Luke 10:25-37 is the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan. I experience a good Samaritan when someone did not 


look me over, instead they nurture me back until I was able to care for myself. 


e Social/Political/Economic (Ethical) Analysis and Research Question: 
© What steps are the church/ Community are taking to prevent the establishment of 
unsheltered individuals and encampments in Harlem? With a better understanding 
of the behaviors and needs of unsheltered individuals who are living in Harlem. 
Practitioners and policymakers can design and implement more effective 
interventions that meet those needs. Adam Clayton Powell Jr was a social justice 
warrior who would have signed a Bill that would be more Inclusive to the needs 
of the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem. 
e Technical/Historical Analysis and Research Question: 
o Why do unsheltered individuals living in Harlem adapted to living on the streets 
rather than entering the shelter system? For some unsheltered individuals, the 


barriers to entering the shelter system can include family separation, relationships/ 
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Partners, or a significant number of belongings. For those reasons many often opt 


the shelter system for the streets. 
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CHAPTER 4 
PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION 


Goals and Strategies 


Goal 1 — Raise awareness for the need to develop and implement a mobile shower unit in 
Harlem. 


Strategy 1: Gather and provide statistics to show the need for a mobile shower unit in Harlem. 


Strategy 2: Develop a 5 second video showing unsheltered living areas in Harlem to the local 
officials by December 31, 2020, impacted by COVID-Pending 


Strategy 3: Hold a virtual meeting with Community Board members to share the need for the 
mobile shower unit Harlem by March 15, 2021. 


Evaluation of Goal 1: 75% of community board members and city officials will have viewed 
the statistics and video clips of unsheltered individuals living camps by March 15, 2021. 


Goal 2: To recruit a team of 3-5 or 5-7 individuals who have the skill set specific to the 
demonstration project. 


=" Photography 

= Grant Writer 

=" Social Media Tech 
= Designer 


Strategy 1: The social media platform will be used to reach and engage a diverse audience for 
the need of a mobile shower unit in Harlem. 


Strategy 2: Conduct a virtual tour of the community that consist of unsheltered population living 
quarters in Harlem by June 29, 2020. Impacted by COVID. Conducted in 1/2021. 


Strategy 3: Provide a firsthand experience/understanding for the need of a mobile shower unit in 
Harlem. This will be by way of virtual video to the local officials by March 31, 2021 


Evaluation of Goal 2: 100% of the participates will assist in creating the virtual video of the 


unsheltered living camp in Harlem. 
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Goal 3: Develop a Bible study series on Caring for Thy Neighbors. 


Strategy 1: Conduct a 45-minute workshop on “Who are our Neighbor from the scripture of 
Matthew 25: 35-40 


Strategy 2: Conduct a 45- minute workshop on Caring for our Neighbors from the scripture of 
Deuteronomy — 24:19-21 10:17 


Strategy 3: Conduct a 45- minute workshop on Building our Communities from the scripture of 
Romans 12: 4-13 


Evaluation of Goal 3: 100% of the 20 participants will gain a full understanding and the 
importance of caring for the marginalized. 


Goal 3 was impacted due to the COVID Pandemic, and I have decided to changed goal 3 from a 
bible study series to an outdoor demonstration event, which will include serving our unsheltered 
individuals living in Harlem. 


Revised Goal 3: 


Goal 3: Develop a three-event demonstration plan to show the need for a mobile shower unit in 
Harlem. 


Strategy 1: Conduct a 3- hour street ministry demonstration on “Who are our Neighbors” from 
the scripture of Matthew 25: 35-40 Winter Blanket Drive for the unsheltered living in Harlem. 
on February 13, 2021, location 125" street between 1% and 2"4 avenue from 10am — lpm 


Please donate New or Gently used Blankets 


Yshare — A Blanket of Q@ Matthew 25: 35- 40 


Strategy 2: Conduct a 3- hour street ministry demonstration on “Caring for our Neighbors” from 
the scripture of Deuteronomy — 24:19-21 10:17 Feeding the unsheltered and providing hats, 
gloves and socks on February 28, 2021, Location 116" street between Park and Lexington 
avenue from 10am — lpm Please donate New and Gently used gloves, socks, and hats 


Yshare — because it shows that you Care Q Deuteronomy 24: 19- 21 


Strategy 3: Conduct a 2- hour street ministry demonstration on “Building our communities” 

from the scripture of Romans 12: 4-13 Provide a brief history of Adam Clayton Powell Jr. on 
how he impacted his community, and what can you do to impact your community. March 15, 
2021, Location 125" Street In front of the Harlem State Office Building from 1lam- 12:30pm 
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YBuild our Community- Because you are the Community Y 
Romans 12: 4-13 


Evaluation of Goal 3: 100% of the participants will gain a full fist hand experience on 
understanding and caring for the marginalized. 


Goal 4: Create a Pre- Post questionnaire to be completed by all participants. 


Strategy 1: Survey will be emailed to all participants by July 20, 2020, with an expectation 
return date by July 24, 2020. 


Strategy 2: Review all 20 participants responses to the pre- questionnaire to gain their 
knowledge of homelessness/ unsheltered. 


Strategy 3: All results from the survey will be entered into a data base for the evaluation process 
by July 30, 2020. 


Evaluation of Goal 4: 100% of the participants will be informed of the outcome from the pre- 
post questionnaire. 
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CHAPTER 5 
MINISTERIAL COMPETENCIES 


My Site Team members and I met by zoom meeting on May 3, 2020 to discuss the 
competency assessment process. We were all excited and committed to dedicate the substantial 
time needed to work through all sixteen competencies. I will list all sixteen competencies 
however we agreed on the three competencies which are Theologian, Administrator, Prophetic 
Agent, and I added Technology as a fourth. I will work on these identified competencies for the 


purpose of this demonstration project. 


Theologian 
Preacher 
Worship Leader 
Prophetic Agent 
Leader 
Counselor 
Pastor 
Ecumenist 
Evangelist 
Administrator 
Professional 
Technology 
Cultural Proficiency 


Witness or Evangelist 


15 


105 


Competencies Chosen for Development 
Prophetic Agent 


The candidate is commitment to the transformation of the world and an ability to involve others 
in the process of seeking social change, to create group ownership, and to build coalitions. 


Theologian 


The candidate can communicate to others a passion for justice to inspire change in others, with a 
willingness to embrace risk, to create social change. The candidate also has the skills in 
analyzing social structures and the ability to diagnose the roots of social problems. 


Administrator 


The candidate clarity and succinctness in defining and analyzing a task or problem with the 
capacity to develop strategies that flow from these goals. She can identify and make use of the 
personal and material resources of the congregation, organizations, or community. 


Technology 


The candidate has identified this competency for the purpose of enhancing her computer skill set 
as it relates to social media and the latest version of Microsoft word. 


Theologian 


Goal 1. Further my ability to recognize ethical implication of a problem and to move to an 
ethically justifiable posture to a resolution to develop into a Theologian which was identified in 
the Competency Assessment process. 


Strategy 1: I will devote weekly time to study a variety of theologians/exegetes to gain a 
diversity of perspectives 


Strategy 2: I can reflect theologically upon experiences and lifestyles. 


Evaluation: I will increase my ability to exegete the text in ways that makes sense to me. 


Prophetic Agent 


Goal 2: Further my ability to recognize ethical implications of problems and to move to an 
ethically justifiable posture for a resolution. 


Strategy 1 Continue to enable other persons to work through the process of ethical decision- 
making during the planning process of the demonstration project. 


Strategy 2 I will continue to communicate to others my passion for justice to inspire change. 
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Evaluation: 100% of the participants will 


Administrator 


Goal 3: Continue to develop and create strategies that flow from the goals set out in the 
demonstration project. 


Strategy 1. I will evaluate achievements to decide next steps by examining the process of the 
project. 


Strategy 2. I will involve other persons in the process of decision making for the purpose of the 
demonstration project. 


Strategy 3. I will identify and make use of the personal and material resources of the 
congregation, organization, or community. 


Strategy 4. I will utilize the group process and dynamics for the recruitment team. 


Evaluation: 100 % of the participants have agreed to participate on the recruitment team. 


Technology 
Goal 4: Further my ability to navigate in the technology world. 


Strategy 1 I will enroll in a Microsoft word training to enhance my computer skills. By July 15, 
2020 


Strategy 2 I will create a PowerPoint slide of the unsheltered living camp in Harlem. By July 20, 
2020. 


Strategy 3 I will develop a virtual video on unsheltered living camp in Harlem By July 25, 2020. 


Strategy 4 I will create a survey monkey questionnaire by July 19, 2020. 


Evaluation: 100% of the participants completed the survey monkey questionnaire. 
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CHAPTER 6 
EVALUATION PROCESS 


This demonstration project is intended to bring awareness to the public the need of a 
mobile shower unit in Harlem. The collection and gathering of research data will assist me in the 
process of advertising to the public the need for the mobile shower unit. The need for a mobile 
shower unit in Harlem will also be evaluated according to the response gathered from the 
monkey survey. The statements in the survey will be investigated using data from a sample of 
the various participants. The sample selected falls into the need for a mobile shower unit in 
Harlem. A total of twenty survey forms where distributed out to the participants by way of email. 
The various participants were the respondents. The respondents filled out the survey form by 
email. The purpose of the study was explained orally to the respondents and an additional page 
was attached explaining confidentiality. The respondents were given instructions on how to 
properly complete the online survey. In additions, they were guaranteed anonymity and 
confidentiality of their responses. The range of time it takes to complete the survey is 2 minutes. 
There are ten statements used for drawing results for the data interpretation from twenty 


respondents. 


The information listed below was capture from the survey of men and woman who 
participated in the survey questionnaire. The demographic information was gathered to support 
my reason for developing and implementing a mobile shower unit in Harlem. The monkey 


survey results can be found in Appendix 3. 
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Monkey Survey Questions 


Please select your agreement rating for each statement below. 


1. Do you believe that most unsheltered homeless individuals in Harlem suffer from 


Mental Illness? 


2. Do you believe all unsheltered homeless individuals in Harlem have a current or 


history of Substance Abuse? 


3. Do you believe Domestic Violence has an impact on the increase of unsheltered 


individuals living in Harlem? 


4. Do you believe that the lack of family and friend support increases the percentage of 


unsheltered individuals living in Harlem? 


5. Do you agree that there are enough supportive services available to the unsheltered 


individuals living in Harlem? 


6. Do you have experience working with the homeless population? 


7. Do you agree that all human being should have access to a daily shower? 


8. Do you agree medical issues can be exacerbate by the lack of proper hygiene? 


9. Do you believe that community base organization should play a role in helping the 


unsheltered individuals living in Harlem? 


10. Do you believe the ones inability to practice positive hygiene can lead to poor health? 
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RESEARCH DESIGN 


Table 1. Means, Standard deviations and coefficient of variation for respondent 


statements, as measured on a five-point scale. 


Mean | Standard | Coefficient of 
Deviation | variation 

1.Do you believe that most unsheltered 0.37 
homeless individuals in Harlem suffer from 
Mental Illness? 
2. Do you believe all unsheltered homeless 0.75 
individuals in Harlem have a current or history 
of Substance Abuse? 
3.Do you believe Domestic Violence has an 0.105 
impact on the increase of unsheltered 
individuals living in Harlem? 
4.Do you believe that the lack of family and 0.90 
friend support increases the percentage of 
unsheltered living in Harlem? 
5.Do you agree that there are enough supportive 102.5 
services available to the unsheltered individuals 
living in Harlem? 
6. Do you have experience working with the 0.58 
homeless population? 
7.Do you agree that all human being should 0.39 
have access to a daily shower? 
Do you agree medical issues can be exacerbate 0.120 
by the lack of proper hygiene? 
9. Do you believe that community base 0.42.3 
organization should play a role in helping the 
unsheltered individuals living in Harlem? 
10.Do you believe the ones inability to practice 0.28 


positive hygiene can lead to poor health? 


20 


110 


SURVEYPARTICPANTS RESPONSES: 


Statement 1: Do you believe that most unsheltered individuals in Harlem suffer 
from Mental IlIness? 


Standard Deviation Coefficient 


of variation 


According to Table 1 for statement 1, the mean 2.15 suggests that the participants surveyed 20 
percent strongly agree, 50 percent agree, 25 percent neither agree nor disagree and 5 percent. 
disagree. That most unsheltered individuals in Harlem suffer from Mental illness. The data 
collected suggest a standard deviation of 0.79, and a coefficient of variation of 0.37. The 
coefficient of variation shows that 37% of the data varies from the mean of 2.15. This can be 


explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 2: Do you believe all unsheltered individuals in Harlem have a current 
or history of Substance Abuse? 


Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 


of variation 


1.6 1.46 0.91 


According to Table 1 for statement 2, the mean 3.00 suggests that the participant surveyed 5 
percent strongly agreed, 35 percent agreed, 15 percent neither agree nor disagree and 45 percent 
disagreed. There were a variety of results from the participants who participated in survey. 


question two. Do you believe all unsheltered individuals in Harlem have a current or history of 
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Substance Abuse? The data collected suggest a standard deviation of 1.46, and a coefficient of 
variation of 1.46. The coefficient of variation shows that 91% of the data varies from the mean of 


1.6 precent. This can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 3: Do you believe Domestic Violence has an impact on the increase of 
unsheltered individuals living in Harlem? 


Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 


of variation 


2.10 0.94 0.45 


According to Table 1 for statement 3, the mean 2.10 suggests that the participants surveyed 25 
precent strongly agreed, 50 precent agreed, 20 percent neither agree nor disagreed, 5 percent 
strongly disagreed. That domestic violence has an impact on the increase of unsheltered 
individuals living in Harlem. The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 0.94, and a 
coefficient of variation of 0.45. The coefficient variation shows that 45% of the data varies from 


the mean of 2.10. This can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 4: Do you believe that the lack of family and friend support increases the 
percentage of unsheltered living in Harlem? 


Standard Deviation Coefficient 


of variation 
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According to Table 1 for statement 4, the mean 2.00 suggests that the participants surveyed 25 
precent strongly agreed, 70 precent agreed, 5 percent neither agree nor disagreed. That the lack 
of family and friend support increases the percentage of unsheltered living in Harlem? The data 
collected suggests a standard deviation of 0.51, and a coefficient of variation of 0.90. The 
coefficient variation shows that 90% of the data varies from the mean of 1.80. This can be 


explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 5: Do you agree that there are enough supportive services available to 
the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem 


Standard Deviation Coefficient 


of variation 


According to Table 1 for statement 5, the mean 4.00 suggests that the participants surveyed 5 
percent strongly agreed, 5 percent agreed, 5 percent neither agree nor disagreed, 45 percent 
disagreed, 40 percent strongly disagree. That there are enough supportive services available to 
the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem. The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 
4.10, and a coefficient of variation of 1.04%. The coefficient of variation shows that 104% of 
the data varies from the mean of 4.00. This can be explained by the 20 participants who 


volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 6: Do you have experience working with the homeless population? 


Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 
of variation 


| of 
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According to Table 1 for statement 6, the mean 2.10 suggests that the participants surveyed 40 
percent strongly agreed, 35 percent agreed, 5 percent neither agree nor disagreed, 15 percent 
disagreed, 5 percent strongly disagree. That they have experience working with the homeless 
population? The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 1.22 and a coefficient of 
variation of 0.58. The coefficient of variation shows that 58% of the data varies from the mean 


of 2.10. This can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 7: Do you agree that all human being should have access to a daily shower? 
Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 
of variation 


According to Table 1 for statement 7, the mean 1.11 suggests that the participants surveyed 90 
percent strongly agreed, 10 percent agreed. That all human beings should have access to a daily 
shower. The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 0.31 and a coefficient of variation of 
39. The coefficient of variation shows that 39% of the data varies from the mean of 1.11. This 
can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey and one skipped the 


question. 


Statement 8: Do you agree medical issues can be exacerbate by the lack of proper 


Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 
of variation 


hygiene? 
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According to Table 1 for statement 8, the mean 1.20 suggests that the participants surveyed 80 
percent strongly agreed, 20 percent agreed. That medical issues can be exacerbate by the lack of 
proper hygiene. The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 0.40 and a coefficient of 
variation of 120. The coefficient of variation shows that 120% of the data varies from the mean 


of 1.20. This can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 9: Do you believe that community base organization should play a role in 
helping the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem.? 


Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 
of variation 


According to Table 1 for statement 9, the mean1.25 suggests that the participants surveyed 80 


percent strongly agreed, 15 percent agreed, 5 percent neither agreed nor disagreed. The 
community base organization should play a role in helping the unsheltered individuals living in 
Harlem. The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 0.54 and a coefficient of variation of 
42.3. The coefficient of variation shows that 42% of the data varies from the mean of 1.25. This 


can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 


Statement 10: Do you believe the ones inability to practice positive hygiene can lead 
to poor health? 
Mean Standard Deviation Coefficient 
of variation 


25 


115 


According to Table 1 for statement 10, the mean 1.10 suggests that the participants surveyed 90 
percent strongly agreed, 10 percent agreed. Ones inability to practice positive hygiene can lead to 
poor health. The data collected suggests a standard deviation of 0.30 and a coefficient of 
variation of 0.28. The coefficient of variation shows that 28% of the data varies from the mean 


of 1.10. This can be explained by the 20 participants who volunteered for the survey. 
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Summa 


The survey results indicated that thirty seven percent of the respondents acknowledged 
that the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem suffer from mental illness, while seventy-five 
percent of the respondents indicated that unsheltered living in Harlem have a current or history 
of Substance Abuse. One hundred percent of the respondents indicated that domestic violence 
has an impact on the increase of unsheltered individuals living in Harlem. In addition, ninety 
percent of the respondents stipulated that the lack of family and friend support increases the 
percentage of unsheltered living in Harlem. One hundred percent of the respondents indicated 
that there are not enough supportive services available to the unsheltered individuals living in 
Harlem. While thirty percent of the respondents acknowledges having no experience working 
with the homeless population. One hundred agreed that all human beings should have access to 
a daily shower. There were one hundred percent of the respondents that also agreed that while 
medical issues can be exacerbate by the lack of proper hygiene, and one hundred percent believe 
that community base organization should play a role in helping the unsheltered individuals living 
in Harlem. One hundred percent agreed that one’s inability to practice positive hygiene can lead 
to poor health. The results suggest that the implementation of a mobile shower unit would 


benefit the Harlem community. 
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Appendix 1 
Timeline/Bud get 
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Timeline/Bud get 


Date Task / Activity Tools/ Necessary Person responsible 
to complete Task 
1/2020 Meeting with NYTS. Zoom meeting S.M. 
1/2020 Resource Day NYTS. In-Person S.M. 
1/2020 Working on the draft of S.M. 
the challenge statement, 
and intro to the setting. 
2/2020 Identified Site Team Zoom meeting S.M. K.M. D.E. C.W. 


members. 

2/2020 Reached out to mentor to Conference Call 
discuss my demonstration 
project. 


2/2020 Contact mentor L.S. and Email S.M.L.S. 
provide her with the 
mentoring curriculum 


I was working on the Zoom meeting S.M. 
2/2020 introduction to the 
Setting, Challenge 
Statement, Research 
Questions. 
2/2020 Explanation of Zoom meeting S.M. K.M. D.E. C.W. 
demonstration project and Ted: 
the role of the Site Team 
Members. 


3/2020 Submitted a draft of the Emailed Dr. Lundy S.M. W.L. 
to setting. 
3/2020 Contacted Mentor L.S. 
Discussion regarding the 
demonstration Project. 


4/2020 Stewardship Training. Zoom meeting S.M. 


COVID IMPACT 
4/2020 
5/2020 Discussion regarding the Zoom meeting W.L. S.M. 
demonstration project 
proposal. 
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5/2020 Conference Call with Dr. | Conference call S.M. V.C.M. 
Mason. Discuss 
leadership/ mentoring. 
5/2020 Conference Call with Dr. Zoom meeting 
Lundy. Discuss challenge 
statement and intro to the 
setting. 
5/2020 Conference call with Dr. Conference call 
Keith Russell to discuss 
the research questions. 
5/2020 Discussion with the site Zoom Meeting S.M. K.M. D.E. C.W. 
team to discuss the 
ministerial competencies. 
5/2020 Faced Challenges during S.M. 
covid-19. 
6/2020 Final proof of the 
introduction to the 
setting, challenge 
statement, research 
questions. 
6/2020 Discussion regarding the Zoom meeting ke L. K.R. V.M. G.G. 
introduction to the 
setting, challenge 
statement, Ministerial 
competencies, Analysis 
of challenge 
6/2020 Submission of S.M. W.L K.R. V.C.M 
demonstration Proposal 
Project. 
6/2020 Created a survey monkey Online 
account. 
Email 20 member of my Email S.M. + 20 Participants 
7/20 congregation asking them 
to participate in a 2min 
survey. 
7/2020 Survey sent out to 20 Survey monkey S.M. & Participants 
participants. online email 
7/2020 All twenty surveys were Survey monkey | S.M. & participants 
returned to me. online email 
8/2020 Discuss the Conference Call | L.S. S.M. 
demonstration project. 
8/2020 Gathering photos of the Driving / walking 
unsheltered encampments around Harlem. 
Train stations/ 
Highwa 
9/2020 S.M. H.W. G, C.N. 


Cohort Team Meeting. Zoom meeting 


S.S. J.G. 
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9/2020 COVID-19 impact Community Board 
visual slide 


10/2020 | Cohort meeting with Zoom meeting S.M. H.W. G, C.N. 
faulty of the S.S. J.G. T.W.R. 
demonstration Project 
regarding registration. 

10/2020 | Meeting with faulty Zoom meeting VCM, KR, DS and 
regarding my project and ACP Jr. Cohort II 
next steps. 

10/2020 | Cohort meeting to discuss Zoom meeting S.M. J.G. C.N. H.W. 
the demonstration project . T. M.V.S.S. 
proposal. 

10/2020 | Rewriting the research Computer 
questions. 

10/2020 | Cohort meeting to discuss S.M. J.G. C.N. H.W. 


the demonstration project .M.V.5S.S. 
proposal 
Resubmission of the 

10/2020 | demonstration Project 
Proposal 

10/2020 | Received Approval for all S.M. K.R. D.S. V.C_M. 
sections of the 
demonstration project 
proposal. Pending the 


Bibliography 

11/2020 | Working on the 150 Online searches 
resources. 

11/2020 | Cohort Team Meeting to Zoom 


discuss the demonstration 
project proposal and 
discussions regarding the 
resources. 


11/2020 | Revising/ editing the 
research questions. 


11/2020 | Research questions 
updated. 


11/2020 | Bibliography discussion Zoom meeting T.T. S.M. 
12/2020 Cohort Team Meeting Zoom meeting SM, HW, G, CN, SS, 
JG, 


12/2020 | Meeting to discuss the Zoom meeting 
process for 501 VW 


12/2020 | Updating the Email 
bibliograph 


1/2021 | Proofreading the SM. 
demonstration project 
proposal 
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1/2021 Toured the village of Driving and 
Harlem doing a photo walking with the 
shoot of the unsheltered photographer 


living camps and 
hangouts locations. 


1/2021 Cohort Team Meeting Zoom meeting S.M. T, H.W. 


1/2021 Discussed my Conference call | S.M. T.T. 
demonstration project 
proposal progress. 
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Appendix 2 
Time/ Budget 
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Time/ Budget 


Date Task / Activity Person Responsible Budget Consideration/ 
Cost 


5/2020 Supplies In-Kind Donation 
6/2020 Printing/ Ink . M. $120.00 


1/2021 Photo Shoot . M. In-Kind Donation 
Natural Eye Photo 
LLC 
3/2021 Video ML. In-Kind Donation 
Presentations 


3/2021 Logo Design »M. Pending 
7/2021 Survey Monkey .M. $5.00 


1/2021 Name S.M Pending 
3/2021 Poster Flyers Awareness team In- Kind Donation 

501 C S.M. Pending 
4/2021 


9 


“* Represents in-kind donations and/ or donated included items 


Misc. Items: 


“+ Photographer 
“* Photo Shoot 
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Ink /Printing 
Poster/ Flyer 

Logo Design /Name 
501C 


Survey Monkey 


Total 


Budget 
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$120.00 
$100.00 
$250.00 
$ 99.00 
$ 5.00 


$575.00 


Appendix 3 


Monkey Survey 
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THE NEED FOR HYGIENE SERVICES FOR THE UNSHELTERED LIVING IN 
HARLEM. 


#1 


Collector: Email Invitation 1 (Email) 

Started: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 10:12:44 PM 

Last Modified: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 10-13:43 PM 
00:00:58 


First Name: Canmen 


Page 1: Stacey May Demonstation Project Questionnaire 


Qi Agree 


Do you believe that most unsheltered individuals in Harlem 
suffer from Mental Iliness? 


Q2 Neither agree nor disagree 


Do you believe all unsheltered individuals in Harlem have a 
current or history of Substance Abuse? 


Q3 Agree 


Do you believe Domestic Violence has an impact on the 
increase of unshehtered individuals living in Harlem? 


Q4 Agree 


Do you believe that the lack of family and frend support 
increases the percentage of unsheltered individuals living 
in Harlem? 


Q5 Disagree 


Do you agree that there are enough supportive services 
available to the unsheltered individuals living in Harlem? 


Q6 Neither agree nor disagree 
population? 
1/40 
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SurveyMonkey 


THE NEED FOR HYGIENE SERVICES FOR THE UNSHELTERED LIVING IN SurveyMonkey 
HARLEM. 


Q1 Do you believe that most unsheltered individuals in Harlem suffer from 
Mental Illness? 


Answeret 20 Skipped: 0 


O% 10% 20% De j44% j%SO% 60% 70% 80% 990% 100% 


TOTAL 


f 
i 
g 
i 
Q 
3 


1/10 
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APPENDIX D 


Y Manna’s Helping Hands Inc. 


CONSENT & RELEASE FORM 
Photos, Interviews, Videos & Media 


I hereby irrevocably grant to YManna’s Helping Hands Inc, its affiliates, licenses, successors and assigns, 
with respect to materials to be produced by YManna’s Helping Hands for the purpose of publicizing, 
advertising and exhibiting the activities of a demonstration project, the unrestricted, perpetual worldwide 
right to: (1) reproduce, display, modify or create derivative works based upon, or otherwise use, my 
photograph, video, interviews & media (“Materials”), and to copyright such use; (2) use and permit to use 
my name, voice, image or likeness, whether in its original form or as modified, in connection with the 
Materials; and (3) use data collected from surveys, interviews, evaluations, and observations. I 
acknowledge that the uses to which I consent include all or part of the photography and recording made of 
my image and voice and that the same may be combined with photographs and recordings of other 
persons, and other places other than where my image or voice was photographed or recorded. 


I hereby waive and release YManna’s Helping Hands Inc, from any and all claims, whether now known 
or unknown, for defamation, libel, invasion of privacy, publicity or personality, copyright infringement, 
or any similar or related claims, based upon YManna’s Helping Hands Inc exploitation of my name, 
voice, image or likeness, and artwork in connection with the Materials. I further waive any right that I 
may have to inspect or approve of the Materials. 


I state further that I have read the above authorization, release, and agreement prior to its execution, and I 
am fully familiar with the contents thereof. 


ACCEPTED AND AGREED TO: 


I, , hereby warrant that I am of full age and have every right to consent 
to the terms and conditions of this release. 


Print Name: Date: 
Signature: Date: 
Affiliation: 


Church, Organization, Volunteer, Friend, Community member, Family 
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APPENDIX E 


PROSPECTIVE BUDGET, YMANNA’S HELPING HANDS INC BUS PLAN LAYOUT, & 
ESTIMATE OF SHOWER TRAILER HITCH FOR BUS 


Budget 
Ink /Printing $120.00 
Poster/ Flyer $100.00 
Logo Design /Name $250.00 
501C $ 99.00 
Survey Monkey $ 5.00 
Total $575.00 


Who 

Phone Calls to Secure Sponsors/ Possible 

-Me (YManna’s Helping Hands Inc.) 

-3 Sponsors (Clothes, Toiletries, MTA) 
Damon Harrison Sr. (Secured) 


- Connect with Harlem Rescue? 

- Connect with Anti-Gun Violence (Iesha Sekou) 

- Celebrity Endorsements/Collaboration 

- (Political Connections) Rev Al Sharpton- Gail Brewer- Eric Adams 
- Department of Homeless Services 

- (Exposure) Yandy/Mendezzy, Black Ink 


What 
Mobile Shower Bus 
Why 


Because there is a need and clean bodies = clean spirits (paper) 
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Similar projects in the city 


- Harlem Relief — Not relief enough! 
- Executive Mobile Grooming- Haircuts just out of reach! 
- Salvation Army Mobile Shower Truck- Unknown, ineffective, and now ashes! 


When 

Summer 2023 

Where 

2-3 Scouted Locations with Pictures 

Harlem (Encampments/Hotspots) 128" street between 2™ and 3" avenue (2-3 Exact Locations) 
How 

Bus Mock Design W/ Vague details for: 

Bus design (number of showers sq footage, lockers, Toiletry Distribution) 

Water in, Waste Out (Hydrant Supply, Waste Disposal) 

Staffing/volunteers (Ministry/ Church Members, Community Members) 


Community Connection (Outreach, Media, Community Events) 
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3/14/22, 354 PN Concession Trailler8.5 X 24 White Shower Trailer 


SLE 


(615) 641-7720 
Home / Concession Traller 8.5 X 24 White Shower Traller 


Concession Trailer 8.5 X 24 White Shower Trailer 


Be the first to review this product 


$52,494.63 SKU#: 33532 


This traller Is designed around 6 shower stalls and features a storage area. 


[ae] SLE DELIVERY 


O™™O® 10 YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS 
FINANCE ee SHOP ALL 
& YOUR PURCHASE gerig 


RATES AS LOW AS 0% [ap FOODTRAILERS 


er-Only Deals a 


L ——— 7 ———— —— | Af 
https:i!sleey nipment com8-5-x-2.4-show er trailer-335 32, html?s did=Cj0K CQjwz71RBhDRARISAF yjkHH_FOh WOQjfZq-—_clJ143M7 AyFNsvILU3piMvWMPW... 116 
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3/14/22, 3:54 PM Concession Trailer 8.5 X 24 White Shower Trailer 


»~> oo oo o0d CO C0 0 CGC KC GFCGCOKC oC MO oO oO oOhUcUmUCUCUUCUCOCOCUCUODCUKOCUCUOUNDCLUOUCODCLOUCKUOUCOOUCOOUCOOUUCOOUCOOUCOULE 


Add to Cart 


Wish Lis: Add to Compare 


DETAILS 


All concession trailers are built to order. Please 
call 615-641-7720 for build time. 


8.5X24' SHOWER TRAILER 

TRAILER HEIGHT 7’ 

TRAILER COLOR WHITE 

(2) 5200LB AXLE WITH BRAKES 

@ 30AMP ELECTRICAL PKG 

e@ STEEL WHEELS AND RADIAL TIRES 

@ WHITE ALUMINUM WALLS AND CEILING 

@ BLACK RUBBER COIN FLOORING 

@ PLUMBING RAN UP AN RUN INTO STORAGE AREA 
@ (6)30" ENTRY DOORS 

@ (2)30" ESCAPE DOORS ( ALL DOOR HEIGHTS TO MATCH UP) 
@ (1) 100LB PROPANE CAGE 

@ STABILIZER JACKS ON 4 CORNERS 
@ (6) MANUAL ROOF VENTS 
r 


FREE Prizes and Member-Only Deals x 
GRP TUM SDPE'STORAGESAREA 


Your email address Subscribe 


https://sleequipm ent.com/8-5-x-24-show er-trailer-33532.htm1?gelid=CjOKCQjwz7uRBhDRARISAF qjulkHH_FOhWOQjfZq-_c1J143M7AyFNsvI12iilU3 prMvVuPW... 2/6 
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3/14/22, 3:54 PM 


MORE INFORMATION 


More Information 


MPN 

Manufacturer 

Type Of Concession 
Axle Size 

Hitch Type 

AC / Heat 

Roll Out Awning 
Interior Height 
Serving Windows 
Generator Box / Tray 
Floor Type 

Marquee 

SINK PACKAGE 
Exterior Metal 

Flood Lights 

Out side Serving Trays 
Extended Tongue 
Hood System 
Propane Cage 


Trailer Interior Length 


Wheel Size 
Call Us 


Concession Trailer 8.5 X 24 White Shower Trailer 


33532 

SLE Concessions 
Enclosed Concession 
two - 5,200Ib 

Bumper Pull 

No 

No 

7 

No Glass No Flip Up 
No 

rubber coined flooring 
No 

3 BIN SINK WITH WASH BOARDS AND HAND WASH SINK 
Screwed 

No 

No 

No 

No Hood 


Yes 


FREE Prizes and Member-Only Deals 
Sign Up for Our Newsletter! 


24 ft 


1 5" 


Your email address Subscribe 


https://sleequipm ent.com/8-5-x-24-show er-trailer-33532.htm1?gelid=CjOKCQjwz7uRBhDRARIsAFqjulkHH_ FOhWOQjfZq-_c1J143M7AyFNsv12iilU3 prpMvVuPW... 3/6 
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